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[Abstract]

The Effects of Patterns of Response to a Request on
Interpersonal Attraction

Yoshimasa KURIBAYASHI

This study examined the effects of the combination of three types of responses (asser-
tive, aggressive and non-assertive) to a request on interpersonal attraction. A total of 277
participants were read the scenario in which a university student was requested to lend
lecture notes by his/her friend. Nine patterns of response were manipulated in this sce-
nario. After reading the scenario, they rated the interpersonal attraction and gave impres-
sions (intimacy, social desirability and dynamism) of the person who responded to the re-
quest. The results were as follows. The person who responded consistently assertive was
rated highly attractive and with positive impressions. The person who responded consis-
tently aggressive was rated as a less attractive and uncompanionable person, but a dy-
namic person. The attraction and intimacy of the person who responded non-assertively
were rated moderately. It seems that the combination of aggressive and non-assertive re-

sponses are not as effective as assertive one.

Key words . Assertion, Aggressive Expression, Non-assertive Expression, Interpersonal Attraction






