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[Abstract]

The Effects of Social Capital on the Structure of Living
among Rural Japanese People : Using Multilevel Models

Tomoo NAKATA

The aim of this study is to reveal the effects of social capital on the life structure in
rural Japanese areas. Though it is said that rural areas in Japan are battered, there have
been no solutions yet. But social capital is highlighted as a remedy for these regions. This
study employed a survey conducted at a town in the Tohoku Area on August 2010 (N=
771). Random effect models were appled, because the differences among communities are
treated. The dependent variables were anxiety about life, satisfaction of life, and annoyance
in life. The independent variables were trust in the areas, neighborhood networks, and par-
ticitipation in organizations as social capital. The respondents’ age, sex, education, years of
living in the area, marital status, occupational status and health were also recorded. Some
social capital had significant effects on the living sturucture. Trust in the area where they
live affected life satisfaction, and neighborhood networks had an effect on ‘the lack of social
infrastructure’ factor. Finally, some differences among communities were found, as the vari-
ances of intercepts and slopes in the regression models are significant. But it was impossi-

ble to fix the causes.

Key words: Social Capital, Multilevel Models, Community Welfare





