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[Abstract]

Effects of Sibling Relationships on Preschoolers’
Social-Cognitive Competence

Toshio SHIBATA

This study investigated the effects of the quantity and quality of sibling relationships
(protective-dependent, conflicting and friendly relationships) on preschoolers’ social-cogni-
tive competence. Sixty-three young children were interviewed to reveal the number of sib-
lings, their sibling relationships and the social-cognitive patterns in their interpersonal con-
flict situations. Children’s responses were analyzed by using correspondence analysis. The
results showed that the number of siblings and the quantity of interpersonal behavior with
siblings were related to their social-cognitive competences (cognition of others’ emotions,
social problem solving patterns and outcome predictions). The quality of sibling relationships
was related to their prediction of others’ behaviors. Effects of sibling relationships on their

social-cognitive development are discussed based on these results.
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