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[Abstract]

Intergovernmental Relations of the Welfare State:
Japanese-Model Case Study from the Viewpoint
of American-Model Decentralized System

Takenori KINOSHITA
Mariko MIYAKE
Mihoko KATO
Hiroshi SHIBUYA

In this exciting cooperative research, from the viewpoint of the American-
model welfare state, we analyze the intergovernmental relations of Japanese-
Model welfare state.

As shown in the first section, in the 1990's American welfare reform, the
federal reform framework was built on several states' experimental reform, and
the federal framework was designed to permit each state self-reliant operation.

On the other hand, as closely analyzed in the second section, in the intro-
duction process of Japanese Family Allowance, Musashino city played the role
of experimental laboratory; the national government framework was so uniform
that each local government could not respect diversity.

The third section, considering the intergovernmental relations of the wel-
fare state, concluded that the national minimum can effectively be supplied to
the nation-wide uniform operation, and the benefits and service, above the na-
tional minimum, should be efficiently provided in various ways, which value
local diversity.

In the above-mentioned Musashino case, Musashino city tried and failed,
because of national uniform framework, to operate Family Allowance as part
of the comprehensive welfare system, including education aids and disability
allowance, so it was also the pioneer experimental laboratory for comprehen-
sive child-support program, which is the most important in the 21st century.

Key Words : Intergovernmental Relations, American Model Welfare State, Musashino-
model Family Allowance, Japan-U.S. Contrast



