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[Abstract]

Categories in the Interaction through Mobile Phones
with Visual Image Messaging

Yoshifumi MIZUKAWA

This paper discusses how people interact through mobile phones with visual image
messaging, using studies in ethnomethodology and conversation analysis. The interac-
tion data was assembled in the following way. Students (mobile phone users) took pic-
tures with mobile phone, sent them to other students, called their mobile phones and
talk about the pictures on the mobile phones. Natural observation (H. Sacks) was used
to this study. We found asymmetrical knowledge between senders and receivers and
categorical pairs (sender - receiver) represent rights and duties in the interaction. Also,
we found three-part interaction in the mobile phone interaction, Initiation - Response -
Evaluation by H. Mehan, which is relevant in educational instruction. This paper con-
cludes that instructional / asymmetrical categories are relevant in mobile phone interac-

tion with visual image messaging.

Key Words : visual image, mobile phone, interaction, conversation analysis, category



