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[Abstract]

Hansen's Disease and Fumio Hayashi:
A Study in the Light of this Age

Masayuki ENDO

Fumio Hayashi was a Christian doctor, and he devoted his forty-six years of life to
treating the leprous. An overview of his life is given here and is discussed from a historical
viewpoint, such as a trend of the times, national policy at that time, and some restrictions
imposed by historical background. He worked from the late 1920's to the middle of
the1940's, when the circumstances around leprosy were inconceivably miserable. In the
meantime, unnecessary compulsory hospitalization was enforced as a national policy. The
revised "Leprosy Prevention Law," *which had a problem concerning human rights, was en-
acted in 1953. How would he have acted if he had still been there at that time?

* Leprosy prevention law was revised in 1953 and abrogated in 1996.

Key Words: Hansen's disease, Fumio Hayashi, Christian doctor, Medical care for leprosy,

National policy





