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[Abstract]

Descriptions in Newspapers: Membership Category Analysis
on Higher Brain Dysfunction

Yoshifumi MIZUKAWA

Using the Membership Category Device (MCD) by H. Sacks (1972a, b), this paper analyzes category-use
of descriptions in newspaper articles of traumatic brain injury (or higher brain dysfunction). In the early
stage, in articles of the late 1980's and early 1990's, the category "brain injury" was related to brain death in
medical descriptions. From the middle of the 1990's, there have been mainly been two descriptions in the use
of "brain injury patient". One is using category sets, "patient-medical professionals" and "patient-family
(members)" in institutional descriptions; the other is "person with disability-family (members)" in the
description of disability movements. With this movements of the association for TBI, the medical / social

welfare / institutional description has been transformed to the description of social issues.

Key words : Membership Category Device, Description, Ethnomethodology, Traumatic Brain Injury,
Harvey Sacks
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