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[Abstract]

A New Identity for Christian Universities in the Era of Interfaith Dialogue

Mayumi MORI

Looking back the historical struggles of Christian schools in Japan, this paper intends to find a new way
to emphasize their Christian identity while being open to interfaith dialogue. The value of teaching
Christian subjects in Christian universities in Japan is very important in this respect, because Japanese
society has troubles with its fear of religion. The long history of finding a balanced relationship between
the state and Christianity may help Japan to overcome its denial of recognizing the Shinto traditions as its
religion. This paper also searches for the writer's individual struggle as a Japanese Christian. Sharing such
life-long experiences and insights, especially in classes teaching Christian subjects, this paper makes

suggestions for a new consciousness of being a Christian University in the Japanese context.
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