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[Abstract]

Singles in Japan : Are They Going to Become a Motor of Social Changes ?

K.-Ulrike NENNSTIEL, Naoto SUGIOKA

As in most other industrialized countries, in Japan the number of one-person households and of so-
called singles has been rising during the last few decades. What does this mean to Japanese society as a
whole? In this article, based on several different questionnaires and empirical investigations, the dwelling
situation, the leisure of Japanese singles and their behavior as consumers is be discussed, as well as their
engagement in work and in social affairs. It is asked, how singles see themselves and how they are seen
by people in their social environment. Judging from their behavior and attitude in everyday life, the
conclusion is drawn that, looking at a broad context, Japanese singles will hardly cause any thoroughgoing

changes to society as a whole, nor will they be able to play the role of an avant-garde in the near future.
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