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[Abstract]

A Study on Social Work Philosophy

Yuzuru YOKOYAMA

This paper discusses one aspect of social work philosophy. The author examines social work
values and their implications for social work practices. In addition, the author examines how social
work philosophy relates to human rights and ethical issues. Two fundamental social work values,
humanism and egalitarianism, are discussed in addressing the issues of the mission of social work as
a profession. The author concludes that social work is a value-oriented profession that requires the
consideration of human dignity and human rights. Therefore, social workers have to assess the

social context of clients and make an intervention based on the code of ethics of their profession.



