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Vocation and Features of Chaplaincy in Higher Education

A BB &

Satoru Itoh

ABSTRACT

"Chaplaincy" has not been discussed very much so far in Japan because it has not only been
difficult in practical terms for chaplains who were active in the forefront of ministry te discuss it,
but also the issue has not been conceived of as such a serious one until now. However. nowadays,
most college and university chaplains are probably ministering with a sense of crisis, moving
around in confusion. This is because the conditions by which today’s Christian institutions of
higher education are surrounded have become severe, and the wave of secularization has contin-
ued surging steadily.

Educational institutions have widely varying understandings of chaplaincy and the systems in
which chaplains function. It is a peculiarity of chaplaincy that the ministry of a chaplain must be
recognized as one involving originality, which differs according to the particular educational insti-
tutien. It is certainly difficult to treat the chaplain’s role as one would any other. On the other
hand, there may be a commonly recognized foundation of understanding of the chaplaincy and
those who are ministering in various institutional contexts.

Chaplaincy is a matter of vocation in the first place, an issue related primarily to God's calling.
Therefore, it ultimately may be said of chaplaincy that it cannot exist without a vocation that is
based on calling. Indeed. a chaplain is not defined by his/her individual characteristics, but by his
/her vocation, Chaplains are to be chosen and te be called through grace and faith.

This paper discusses the nature of college and university chaplaincy and its vocation and/or
mission. The discussion deals with the reasons for the existence of chaplaincy and foundations of
CAampus ministry.

The following is based on the contents of the lecture "Toward the Formation of "The Chap-
laincy in Higher Education” in the 25th National Conference of College Chaplains, on July 17,

1996. in Sapporo.
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