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ABSTRACT

An examination of remaining records for each year of Hokusei Gakuen Women's Junior Col-
lege's history indicates that Christianity-related classes in both English and Japanese (Biblical Lit-
erature, English Bible, Bible, Religion, and Intreduction to Christianity, primarily) have been con-
ducted for English Department students since the early days of the institution's existence. These
classes have plaved a central role within the curriculum as a whole. The total amount of Bible
learning (measured in terms of numbers of classes, amount of time in the classroem, and credits
awarded), in general terms was established during the 1950s, grew in the 1960s, expanded still
further in the 1970s. then was curtailed significantly by the mid-1980s, after which a status quo
was maintained uniil the faculty cut total Bible instruction by approximately 40 percent for 2001.

It now stands, in terms of time actually spent in class, at the lowest level since 1959.

Key words; curriculum, Introduction to Christianity, English Bible, Biblical Literature,

educational ideals
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Intraduction

In order to carry out its mission* and uphold its educational ideals,** Hokusei Gakuen Women's
Junior College has since its foundation included Bible learning as a key compenent of the curricu-
lum. In almost every year of its over 50-vear existence, it has incorporated Bible instruction
through both Japanese and English into the learning process for English Department students.
Though Bible study in these languages has been a constant in the curriculum, the forms it has
taken have varied widely. In addition to the personnel who have conducted these classes. the class
titles, credits awarded. and time spent in the classroom have undergone a process of considerable
change. At the request of the English Department, the author has compiled data which provide a

fairly detailed view of the role these courses have played in the curriculum.

Methodology

The author researched extant materials and collected information on classes directly related to-
Christianity (Bible, Religion, English Conversation [with Bible content], English Reading [with Bible
content], Introduction to Christianity, Biblical Literature, English Bible, and classes related to
Psalms). Available data gathered includes the vear each class has been offered. the class title, the
category within the curriculum into which the class has been placed. the length of the class (full
vear or single term), which students took the class, the number of credits awarded, required/non~-
required status, how often the class met, how many minutes each class lasted. and who taught the
class.

Sources consulted to compile this information consist primarily of Time Tables (produced each
school term) and curriculum charts in Student Bulletins (produced yearly) However, these are not
available for some vears {see Appendix A). To fill in the gaps in the records, the author consulted

individual student grade reports (from the years 1951-1956) which indicate the classes taken, the

*The mission of Hokusei Gakuen Women's Junior College reflects essential Christian val-
ues: "This college, established on the foundation of Christianity. makes its purpose the formation of
free human beings who live in love and service, together with the purpose of conducting junior col-
lege education of women, in which learning is cultivated and knowledge and technical skills ac-
quired" fauthor's translation} (Hokusel Gakuen Women's Junior College Constitution, art. 1, unpub-
lished [Sapporo. Japan: Hokusei Gakuen], 1).

"*Sarah C. Smith, the Hokusei Gakuen school system's founder, embraced the following
ideal: "The fundamental idea of a school is to educate in the various branches of useful knowledge
and thus fit the pupils for the various duties and responsibilities of active life. The religious and
spiritual influence brought to bear on the pupils is the most important thing in the school Both of
these ideas may and should be realized in a good school” (Sarah C. Smith, "Sumisu Sensei nikki

[Miss Smith's journal]” Unpublished [Sappore, Japar: Hokusel Gakuen Offices, 1887-1909, photocop-
ied], 1)
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original curriculum plan which the junior college submitted to the Educational Ministry when the
school was being established, a Hokusei Gakuen Women's Junior College professor who taught In-
troduction to Christianity for 28 vears, and an office staff worker who worked directly with formu-
lation of Time Tables each year for over twenty years. Some of the printed materials are copies,
and some are the originals. There are no Student Bulletins known to be remaining from the vears
1951-1957.

At points, the Student Bulletins and Time Tables provide conflicting information. When such a
problem arises, the tables include the data given in the Time Table because it is normally finalized
later than the Student Bu}letim each year and thus contains more recent information on changes in
courses, teachers, and other related matters, (See the section below on these discrepancies.)

Comprehensive description of these classes is made stifl more difficult by the fact that two ver-
sions of each term's Time Table have typically existed: one official version submitted earlier in the
yearly cycle to the Educational Ministry and one version used inside the school which is updated
and more accurately reflects the details in the curriculum actually in effect. Though it is probable
that the information in the following tables comes from the in-house version and was kept for pur-
poses of reference such as this, it is not a complete certainty which version the remaining Time

Tables represent.

Results

Background description of contents of tables

There have always been two school terms in the school year. The length of time allotted to a
typical class weekly varies slightly according to the school term in an indeterminate number of the
school's earlier years: 50 minutes for classes in the first term and 45 minutes for those in the sec-
ond (thus 90 or 100 minutes for longer classes). Beginning in 1972, 90-minute classes begin to be
seen, and by 1984 all classes directly related to learning of Christtanity are on a 90-minute basis.

The amount of time spent in class has not necessarily corresponded directly with the number of
credits awarded for that class, Some year-long classes meeting once weekly have been four-credit
classes, whereas others with the same length and meeting frequency have been two-credit classes.
Thus, for example, although the Biblical Literature classes taught by Mildred Brown and others
were offered as vear long courses and required of English students in each term, in some years
students received fewer credits for these classes than they received for other classes within the
same school year which met for equal lengths of time. Different numbers of credits were also
awarded for these classes in one year as compared to the class in a different year (one credit for

two terms of the class in some cases, two credits for two terms of the class in other years).

Classes taken by all or nearly all English Department students (Tables A and B)

The information in Tables A and B represents the study directly related to Christianity which
essentially all English Department students did from 1951-2001. Table A is arranged Class by
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class, and Table B includes compilations of total minutes spent in class weekly and yearly, as well
as credits awarded for the study. Because available information is scarce, the earliest years are
omitted. However, it is clear that the 1951 and 1952 curricula included a Bible class each year, for

which students received two credits each of their two vears.

Classes taken by smaller numbers of English Department students (Table C)

In addition to the classes which have been clearly directed at the learning of Christianity, from
1958-1971 a series of special classes appear in the curriculum which were designed to prepare stu-
dents for entering a four-year university (particularly Hokusei University, which Hokusei Gakuen
established in 1962). These classes served as an integral part of the tota! junior college curriculum
for these four years; however, because the number of students who took them was never a large
percentage of the student population, they have been excluded from the data in Tables A and B.
All these classes appear in the Student Bulletins for these years in the special category of English
Major Classes.

Also, English Conversation and English Reading have at some times included sections officially
designated to include Bible learning in a content-hased approach to English acquisition. Table C
lists Conversation and Reading along with the special English Major Classes and an elective Bible
class.

As for classes indirectly related to the learning of Christianity, records do not indicate that Eng-
lish Reading or Conversation classes continued as content-based courses focusing on the Bible af-
ter 1956. It is possible that the missionary Mildred Brown stopped teaching ihe Bible through
these classes; however, it is also possible that she and/or other Christian teachers such as the mis-
sionary Dorothy Taylor continued to do so in these or other classes, though in a less formal way
not noted in the official curriculum. A Class under the title Studies in Ethics and another called
Studies in Moral Education routinely appear in the curriculum as courses related less directly to
Christianity and designed specifically for Teacher Certification Program students, though they dif-
fer from Christianity classes and so do not appear in the tables below. Also, in 1994 a special sec-
tion of English Bible classes was opened on an experimental one-year basis; however, because it
was different from the normal English Bible classes in learning style rather than in centent, it does
not appear separately from them in Table A and has no impact on the figures in Table B. Philoso-
phy classes (which by the nature of the subject dealt with many of the same fundamental issues as
Christian faith does) were included the curriculum in the vears 1951-1992, Finally, the weekly As-
sembly Hour, though not a Christianity class as such, has included a daily worship segment, speak-
ers have traditionally spoken on faith-related themes, and they have often relied heavily on Bible

content in delivering presentations.

Discrepancies between information in the Student Bulletin and the Time Table

The 1960 Time Table for the first term includes a Bible class' which does not appear in the Stu-
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dent Bulletin. It is not clear whether this class continued in the second term. The Introduction to
Christianity class which does appear in the Student Bulletin does not appear in the first term Time
Table {the second term Time Table is missing).

Time Table records for 1961 show no listing for a Psalms class, theugh it does appear in the Stu-
dent Bulletin for that year. The Student Bulletin lists only Brown as the Biblical Literature instruc-
tor, but the Time Table lists both Brown and Kurata {one class each).

The 1962 Student Bulletin lists Introduction to Christianity I and II {taught by Katoh and
Kurata), but the Time Tables list Religion instead? The information in Tables A and B assumes
that, besides the change in title, other aspects of the class (category of the curriculum, number of
credits awarded, and required status} remained the same,

The 1963 Student Bulletin lists in the curriculum for that vear Introduction 1o Christtanity T and
117 along with Biblical Literature. However, the class listings which appear in the Time Tables for
that year include Religion for the first term® and Introduction to Christianity I and II for the sec-
ond term only.® Biblical Literature appears as in the Student Bulletin. A separate Time Table also
remains, ostensibly from the same school year, but unmarked as to which term it represents (the
year only is scribbled in the margin). Listed in it are Religion,” Introduction to Christianity, and
Studies in the Psalms (for English Major Classes students). The information in Tables A and B
comes not from this Time Table but the other two terms’ tables just noted, which are more
clearly identifiable as coming from this year and contain more complete information. Data in Ta-
bles A and B assume that, besides the change of teachers and the change in course titles to in-
clude Religion, other aspects of the class {category of the curriculum, full year length, number of
credits awarded. and required status) remained the same.

The 1965 Student Bulletin lists Bell and Taylor as the Biblical Literature instructors; however,
the Time Table (first term) shows Bremer teaching first year students and Brown second year stu-
dents.

Two versions of the first term Time Table and three of the second term Time Table exist for
1966. The discrepancies are (1) that one version includes two weekly meetings of the Biblical Lit-
erature classes in the second term (as the Student Bulletin suggests for both terms and the num-
ber of credits apparently awarded would indicate), whereas the others list one meeting weekly, as
is the case in the first term, and {2} that two versions list Brown as the Biblical Literature teacher
where one follows the Student Bulletin in hsting Bremer, Brown, and Tokunaga. The information
in Tables A and B reflects Time Tables which were chosen because they were filled in more com-
pletely than the others, and their information matched (1) with more Time Tables than the others
and (2} the arrangement under which the same class was taught in the vear preceding and the
vear following this one.

The 1967 Student Bulletin lists only Bremer and Brown as Biblical Literature teachers; however,
the Time Table adds Tokunaga. The number of weekly meetings and time in class indicated in

the Time Table exceed those suggested by the Student Bulletin,
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Although the 1971 Student Bulletin lists Brown as the Biblical Literature instructor, the names
appearing in the Time Table are Bremer, Ellis, Nelson, and one which is now illegible.

The 1972 through 1975 Student Bulletins list Katoh as an Introduction to Christianity II instrue-
tor; however, in the Time Table, only Saigusa's name appears. The number of weekly neetings
and time in class indicated in the Time Table exceed those suggested by the Student Bulletin.

1978 figures in Tables A and B assume that Introduction to Christianity [ was taught both
terms, as the Student Bulletin indicates, though the numbers of meetings per week and minutes in
class indicated in the single remaining Time Table differ from the Student Bulletin. It is possible
that this class was changed from meeting once weekly each term to meeting twice weekly for one
term only. However, the data in Tables A and B assume that in the term for which the Time Ta-
ble is missing, this class was taught twice weekly for 45 minutes each time, as in the other term.

From 1979 through 1984, according to the Student Bulletin, English Department students had
the opportunity to ;ake Christian Culture and American Culture as an elective course {taught by
Brown, Oyama, and Takahashi} which related indirectly to the study of Christianity. However, 1o
class by this title appears in any Time Table (though American Culture does). Therefore, these
classes do not appear in any of Tables A-C.

Although the Student Bulletins for 198G through 1982 list Introduction to Christianity I the same
as it is typically listed in other years, this class does not appear in any of the Time Tables remain-
ing from these years (both terms of 1980, first term of 1981, and both terms of 1982). The class was
apparently not offered to first year students. During this genera! time, the necessity of mainfaining
both English and Japanese language Bible instruction was being debated. In light of this, one may
speculate that the lack of a firm commitment to either including or excluding the first year of Japa-
nese language Bible instruction led to keeping this class in the Student Bulletin but not actually of-
fering it and including it in the Time Table.

The 1987 Student Bulletin lists Brown as the instructor for the first term English Bible classes
but not the second term {for which no names are listed). It is unclear whether the teachers which
the Time Table shows for the second term were the instructors for these classes for the entire

school vear or the second term only,

Analysis

Key changes in the Christianity-related curriculum

The language of instruction, though differing significantly year to year, has followed a general
pattern which is discernible when the whole course of over 50 vears is considered. In the first half
of the junior college's history, Bible-related classes were conducted on the whole more in Japanese
than in Erglish; however, in the second half the opposite has been true.

Biblical Literature appeared in the curriculum beginning in 1960 and continued through 1973
This class was the forerunner of today's English Bible and was similar in that in both classes the

Bible was taught with English as the medium of instruction. English Bible replaced Biblical Litera-
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ture in 1974,

Carrent totals of Christianity-related classes required, total credits awarded, and time spent in
the classroom reveal a marked decline in comparison with some of the junior college's former
years. Numbers of classes required and total credits awarded have been reduced since the early
1980s, as has time in class since 2000.

From 1951 to 1959 a typical student in two years took four terms of a class directly related to
Christianity (see Table A). In 1960 this number rose to roughly eight (four in Japanese, four in Eng-
lish) and remained there up to 1980. After a period of transition, in 1984 the Japanese language
class was cut to one-quarter of its previous total of four terms to a single one-term class, and a
pattern was established of one term in Japanese and four in English. This arrangement continued
through 1999. From that time, the total was reduced even further as a basic format of one term in
Japanese {first year) and two terms in English (one first year, one second)} was phased in. Thus the
total (measured in numbers of school terms in which Christianity-related classes were taken)
has shifted from four to eight to five to three.

Credits awarded for Christianity-related classes {see Table B) remained at four for the years
1951 through 1959, rose and varied from roughly six to eight from 1960 to 1971, increased further
to approximately ten to twelve for the years 1972 through 1984. A key change occurred between
the 1984 and 1985 school years. Though the number of credits had been maintained at 10 for
nearly all the years since 1972, at this point the total was reduced to six without any change in the
total amount of time required for students to spend in class learning. A primary reason for this re-
duction was an assertion by the Education Ministry that the curriculum contained too many relig-
ion-related classes. The junior college responded not by necessarily reducing the actual amount of
learning required but awarding a smaller number of credits for the work students completed. The
10 credit requirement was lowered to six, where it remains today.

Actual numbers of minutes spent in class weekly (see Table B for method of calculating) also in-
dicate the reduction in emphasis on Bible learning which the school has chosen in recent vears.
Clear figures on this do not begin appearing until 1958. After fluctuating from 180 to at least 400,
from 1961 up to 1967 the number stabilizes, ranging in most years from to 360 to 380. From
1968 through 1971, the total number holds at 570. From 1972 through 1978 it is 630. Beginning in
1979, the number declines and is maintained almost without exception at 450 until 1999. At that
point the faculty forced a cut which resulted in a decline of approximately 40 percent in actual
time spent in English Bible classes. Since this portion of Bible study has been eliminated from the
curriculum, the number of minutes spent in class learning the Bible now stands at 270.

Thinking strictly in terms of English Bible and its predecessor Biblical Literature, in the first
stage of these classes' evolution, 1960-1967, students’ learning followed the general pattern of
meeting 45-50 minutes per week for two years and two credits per vear. In the second stage. 1568
through 1977, students were required to study in class approximately 90 minutes per week for two

" years and a total of four credits. From 1978 through 1984 (with the exception of 1979), the same
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work load (Le. 90 minutes in class per week for two years) yielded twice the number of credits it
had before (a jump from four to eight). At this point the school returned the number of credits
awarded to its previous four while leaving the time in class unchanged. This remained the ac-
cepted arrangement from 1985 through 1999. Since that time, though the number of total credits
{four) has remained the same for a typical student. the time spent in class learning has been cut in
half (an average per term of 30 down to 45). English Bible classes have never been reduced this
far since the Intreduction to Christianity classes were cut to a single term in 1984. The last time

actual time in class was this low for the typical student was in 1964.

Conclusion

Hokusei Gakuen Women's Junior College has for over 50 years continued to commit itself to the
task of pursuing the integration of: solid academics into equally solid faith; knowledge into the wis-
dom to use knowledge constructively; and the acquiring of information and skills necessary for a
career into development as human beings. Bible-related classes have served as key components of
a curriculum designed to allow the institution to fulfill these aspects of its mission and achieve its
educational objectives. Two outstanding characteristics by which the junior college has come to be
widely known are English education and Christian education of women. Both of these are embod-
ted in many facets of school life but perhaps most visibly in Christianity-related classes (particu-
larly in English language Bible classes, which clearly symbolize both characteristics).

As the junior college hecomes integrated into the life of Hokusei University, it continues to
strive to carry out the mission and reach the Christian educational objectives to which the univer-
sity has also avowed itself, It remains to be seen how greatly the current de-emphasis on Bible
learning will affect these classes' ability to contribute to the fulfillment of Hokusei University's
stated purposes and to what extent the institution can attain its goals with a diminished commit-

ment of time, energy, and resources to Christianity-related classes.
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Table A Notes: Bible-related classes taken by many or all English Department stu-
dents

Note 1: The "many or all" in the title above refers primarily to classes which all department stu-

dents have taken as required classes; however, in a few cases "all" does not mean that both first

and second year students took every class listed. For instance, in 1960 only second year students

were required to take Bible. Nevertheless, because the number who took the classes in Table A

was a large percentage of the student population in the department, these classes differ from those

in Table C and are listed separately. These exceptions are taken into account in Tables A and B.

Note 2: As noted above, the exact lengths of classes (from what time until what time of day) are
net known in some cases. These include years (1960, 1961, and 1965} for which there is only one ex-
tant Time Table, as well as one year (1968) in which the Time Table for the first term does not
lnote the precise times of classes. As a result, exact numbers of minutes could vary somewhat (five
to ten minutes). In the cases of 1960, 1961, and 1965, numbers recorded assume the class time to
be the same in both terms of the school vear. In the case of 1968, class times from the previous
and following years are known. so the 1968 classes for which times are unclear (first term classes)
are assumed to be the same as in those years. Only one term's Time Table remains from 1978 (it is
unclear which term), and class lengths are slightly different from both the preceding and following
years. In this case, the class lengths recorded in the table below are assumed to be the same for

both terms of the schoot year.
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Appendix A
Time Table records not located

both terms for 1951 (Showa 26)
both terms for 1952 (Showa 27)
both terms for 1953 (Showa 28)
both terms for 1954 {Showa 29)
both terms for 1955 (Showa 30)
both terms for 1956 (Showa 31)
both terms for 1957 (Showa 32)
both terms for 1958 ({Showa 33)
both terms for 1959 (Showa 34)
2nd term for 1960 (Showa 35)
2nd term for 1961 (Showa 36)
2nd term for 1965 (Showa 40)
one of the 1978 terms (Showa 53)

Appendix B
Translation notes

The following list indicates how various terms have been rendered from the Japanese originals,

—#%XE is translated as "General Education.”

— &ML is translated as "Generat Studies."

LR EMEE is transiated as "English Department Major Classes.”

W HAFF R is translated as "English Major Classes.”

FZAME is translated as "Student Bulletin."

The term $@ELAEF H inside the ZEXBWMH B category is translated simply as "Required
Classes" in this context.

F1) A b4 is translated as "Introduction to Christianity."

HeFE Y is translated as "Time Table."

B is translated as "Introduction to the Bible."

AR5 is translated as "semi-elective."

HITEH is translated as "Specialized Studies.

B OMFE is translated as "Studies in Ethics."

HTEHE OIFA is translated as "Studies in Moral Education."
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Appendix C
Notes on classes involving discrepancies between versions of remaining records

" held for 50 minutes two times per week, taught by Kamitsuka and Muragishi to second year stu-
dents

® held once weekly for 45 minutes each term, taught by the same two teachers. Katoh and Kurata,
to both first and second vear students

* taught by Katoh, required, full year classes under the Religion heading in the Christianity-
Related Classes division inside the Department Classes category of the curriculum, two credits
awarded for each vear's work

* taught by Brown, required, full year classes, in the English Department Major Classes section of
the curriculum, one credit awarded for each full year's work

¥ 45 minutes once weekly, taught by Katoh

¢ 45 minutes weekly, Introduction to Christianity I taught by Katoh to first vear students and no
instructor listed for Introduction to Christianity II, which was taught to second year students

” taught by Kamitsuka, Kurata, Muragishi, and Yamazaki to all English Department students
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