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Research Note on Ainu Costume in Simokita area of the Tohoku region
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ABSTRACT

There is a type of clothing, called in the language of the Aomecri-Ken, Shimokita region. Ainu
kimeno or Atsushi kimono. These garments, worn during ordinary daily life, copied from Ainu
clothing, the cloth woven and sewn by machine by Wajin, cannot be exactly dated but were pro-
duced from approximately the end of the Tokugawa Shogunate to the Meiji Period Made of
linen, their shape closely resembles the Ainu Attoushi. There is navy blue cotton kirifuse pattern
in the inner ba-ck section. The cuffs and hems are made from the same cloth, and over them.
there is eml:;roidery in cotton thread. The pattern embroidered cn the back is the Ainu choy-
anke, traditionally said to be a talisman for protection against evil.

Only looking at the composition of the shape, most. but not all of them could be classified as
Okumi, The technology for weaving linen had not spread beyond the Wajin, and the basic con-
struction of Okumi and Ainu kimono appears to be different. From this and similar evidence, we
can judge that Ainu kimono were produced by the Wajin, .

According to one survey, “In the Shimokita regien, until about the time of the end of the Sec-
ond World War, every family had an an Attoushi which, until about the end of the Meiji period.
was worn from the time of leaving home f{or work in the fishing grounds until returning. Farm-
ers wore them as raincoats. "From this type of study, we can see that farmers and fishermen in
the Tsugaru and Shimokita regions wore Ainu clothing in everyday life and surmise that the

Wajin and Ainu of that area related to each other within the community life of the region,
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