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Disabled Persons and Diseases in the Synoptic Gospels

I I

Koji Atarashiya

ABSTRACT

Descriptions about disabled pesons and disease are widely fournd everywhere in the Synoptic
Gospels except special sections such as on the birth, the cross, the resurrection and the ascension
of Jesus. It is told 10 us that the healing of suffering from every disease and disabled condition is
especially important in the message of the gospel

The disabled persons who appear in the Synoptic Gospels include the blind, dumb, deaf, lame.
crippled and a person with a withered arm. Also, the diseases described include leprosy, epilepsy,
paralysis. dropsy. sterility and women's diseases. At that time, every hody thought that diseases
especially mental diseases were caused by demons. And it was considerd normal to think that
the disability was caused by the sin of the person or ancestors. The Jewish community ostra-
cized lepers: thus Jesus took a serious view of healing them,

Of course, Jesus heals sickness, raises the dead, cleanses lepers and drives out demons by his
prayer and faithfulness. Jesus did not use a medical treatment except a mud ointment and fin-
ger techniques. Jesus heals fairly, any man or woman without discrimination.

In this paper today's messages from the Synoptic Gospels about handicapped or sick persons

are discussed,
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