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On Some Problems Concerning Structures Expressing Time in English

oMW IR

Eriyva Tanase

ABSTRACT

Structures expressing time have always been one of the major problems for Japanese

students of English. presumably because it is so difficult to find logical correspondence be-

tween the tense-aspect systems in English and Japanese. In trying to deal with this prob-

lem. this paper emphasizes the speaker's peint of view and how it relates to the express-

ions he or she uses. Followed by a summary of the description of English tense in King

(1983} and some comments on it. the tense-aspect system will be discussed. and some ex-

amples will be given of problems concerning teaching structures expressing time in relation

with the speaker’s point of view.
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1. Lo

AFRANEEEZERESOKEETEEORE
B D — AR L HITH B (11 (1982) 2.
3B, HE, LEFREXFRHOELE
LA AREA LR T LIZLIER A
53 AVBEHROHEEEEBERHZHVTERR
LTVALDTHD, AL, HOE+ v 70
Bl &< fEr T, BERHLAVTNS
HiZ, We can't cook. % I want to swim.
% At night. we look at the sky. &visi:
KFRL->Twvd, Shid, MAZRER, r
TLAIZRELWAADD Lhvw—2XA ¥ A
LMEOERERS->RLOTiREVWOEAL S
Thd P L HRENCHENEERATY
LEIEbRE,

FoE A A8z L hid, THRED
time L LTO tense TUIWRZ EL D
L, HRFELHEL TR, 2OOHVID IR

LHANPECIEIRETH» T, T4
PAEFEFMT S trouble spots D—2 {27
B 1o FillHEF 2 HITE,

1)a.l see.

b.H D L7

DX SIS, WHOBERFHIZAAFO "~ L
22 AHIELTVELOREE L.
PEBEHE.

2)a.The train leaves at six.

b BT RHCHEL IV,

O L3, W LEFRORERE 2Ol T~ %5
PHIE L. LbRERICIERRCETLER
Ko TwBb0bH 5, HEFEL HAREORH
OEENRE I Lo TwEOd, FEEIREL
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ELTLRBEBRAWVWTHL I, T4, £TH
BHEAIL 2 TER NI WO THLEW
JZ i, LIEFLIFREshZLTHE (K
B, w20 (1995:128) & &), W HE X,
WER O S MHIL HARNEEEIZ L - CEHEL
A WEDTHD, Lod., EBICH-6RE
EEHIZBENTHHIZEb- T DT, 208
BrEZLORBEHLILEEDRA LB,
Wi (tense) & M (aspect) DBK, S 51213 be
going to W ELRENF/HIDT, T & OTHH
FRERRZ LT D,
ATV AVOIR, 23 22r—T 7
VIIEEOXE, 2322t T T IV
OB EA GO, FEFEOFH L HICBT L ER
o AERRNREE —aTrREVIYHO
THO, BIREHEIBOTELFORL, 58
MEROBIUIESEB SN L, L)l
Thb, T4, COMBLFE- TwAKing
(1983) D7 v A (GE 1) 128F 535 (pp.104-
116) 2E#H, #B4L, A ENMITHS,
R & ALIC L TER L, B AEN AR
LofE sy OB BiF s,

2. King(1983)Ic&13 3 7 2, OV
&BF L ARARERRIIB T 2 HBORE
FLIH BN, 2OBREFITET2{ T
BHRVOEB I, TOMVEEL LY
T . 2Iazbr—arfThE,aia=/r—
FERZRBEOBRERBTL I LAMETH
Be HbWbHiazr—YarithaHEilE
WTHEAEL, BLFE»OTHRE, o Taia
ZJ4r— i g ¥ ®Ek time of communication
(TOC) A I DT RCOMLRLEHREELL D
LOTHY FELFICE>TOTHETHD (B
2)s '
(p.104)

9, HeAaHEBROHEr—DIlEED

Takv, BERERE. FBLFEYN (ERORR
Bl LT) TOCE &2, TOCIZ &S zw
HEIIBLCHVWaRE, 28D, THES &
WIADIE, RERERRFEWIZLETIER
FLFICEoTO (B, LTI 2L Thb,

3) The quarterback drops the ball.

DAz, EROBAR L RERRSH T
ZELHEA, BERAOERERIE. EL
FOREMOBEEEEFO>OVWTWLANTEH Y, M
ML uesRITENELOTH 2,

FHLFETOC e DEEHOPIIWA L
LENEZEOTLrEbLV, ERBMEE
PEBHHERTOCIZE IS,

4) The Ohio River flows into the Mississip-
pi.
5)We have liver and onions for supper once

a week.

ZOHOXTE, BHEHICBTERETWS S
ETIRECTH, TOCE BN TRy Lo &
ENTV5,
HERAPRRORRFERT L S0, &
LPERREREO—BHLRTVH, 2%,
REDRAATOCIIF 2T HRINT S,

6)We arrive in Miami on New Year's Eve.

MERliREOAERIIBRTA2HENE L FOB
EIBIETHATNAI LMD D,

7)Dad tells me that you want to quit schoof.
“telling” i3@FEIIREL (A7) Z B35

FLERILETOHREILEIN TS, 5.
BHEERIIREO LD L LEMIC S TIRIZIG
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HEORMEEOIEA L oMEA

LTHInsgal EMNTEs,
(pp.104-107)

LL, SFLEMRIR AR LYY
By ZlbdhobIThi, SO LA, BR
R ERERAOLENER T ERTLRE L
ho B LFABMEZBMMIZEIELTVED,
ZowT, 2AEEMNANRSEI LT S, R
RABENANCEINIPENTH L, FE
ThaHh ol BYLEHEREL (Bkpk
¥ ERUOTRTREL 58w,

f#5E 1 She told me that I looked fine.
CHETLAERAOREERTA L, HdhE
73X D BhE (look/locked) X HE B D@ E#
E SR Y Y28

8)a.She told me that I looked fine last night.

REZRT L4 H D,

8)b.She told me that I locked fine, so I
guess I don’t have to change my clothes

after all.

BEOHE AERRTAEELH0 9 5,

8)c.She told me that I look fine...

loak/looked fine Vv id, R TAEL
FOREPHENETH S, #LFE look 4*
FTRATBELOTHEBTOHTH LWL
(BEEN locked), BHDIIazsr—33
TE (RUEOHA) LHUT2TTL L (R
R look)e ¥bt. 7 ARROBELRS
TREFHLAVEY, FLFEEELL0HE
bEDLALRAPLRTH Ly BRERO
HIRiZ, ZEFHOBRZLIEL Y R, B
ORI LR SR, BEBORICETRE

ZLTHD,
{pp.107-109)

EFRFROCEHTERD, BiEoRad» S
Bitah, REBOHESIIETRL, 3o
ETHDH, HABEIHT LR REENOESIZE
FTFE S e WbaTL A, FE, BE,
FRL YT, MoPICREEREIZE TSR
TER, TOREFERT LIP3 DOTH &
MboTwad,

9) That'll be John at the door.

OBEERECETAFUNCT, TR Rk
DREFBEF AT AT 0LEb LD
EHEoP, BECRREBERORAS 68D
BEL HRERORAIIFIETORAALNHTH S,
HR7F AL, FLFESHERZETOILE
B cEM s RTERRN LS TH L,
(pp.111-113)

ZoDORGLERVE LERBERRLY 5
BE BLFOBRREOEICHEERZNS
59 T vAHBLPORELE 20T D
Bl ZOBFEERN LI585 L
Men®rEnys (ED. She told me that
I looked fine. BLEgEZERE). 2 7% 2 M
BEZED, ER2Hk0bDEa 722 Tk
B, BREIIHTIELFORATH 5,
(pp.113~116)

3. BN ECHEBELFORR

BPIZC® King OBXERO ETFED &
Blofzdid, $HR - & (1994:220) oA 3
HETUTORLEE RO h6Thb,
LS S, RBHELFORLAL S
WL TH) N oTwBDLIZRE T, &HL
FHERREFLESRTWAREVS, bODRT
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KERETALDTHS, LisdoT, Mk, &
LFEOB A, CHY LA RBNEELRBRLT
VB S0 Tis v (King. 1983) .
WLRPOEBMNGRSFERPRETS, &
WA ZEEZBLTHRELSES L WEB o TV
HEILE 5T King DHRXRBECLLTH
HALBbhi, BESEILLOIEN B
PERLTEMHoT
Eowmaesma s LS, King 13, (8
Kizbhhed £ 30 BREFELFORE,S
M LTwD, SidLTwdew, slilz, Bl
FLPORS Lo THRESRALHAL T
b, BhrAiZ. King ORFXOT ARy OB
OFETL TPANRZ I FHLENIREZ 2
ARTwAELEEY, . FrARUFA YT
F—¥ar i) EREBHRSERBII. TR
N7 FPREAOBERIFHHBEESL 2 FF R
LI boTwHiv (pldg) &b b, T i,
WOEHCid, M7 v 2. EERIIHNT 258
LTFOEARLZRRMHRADRH A THLD
LR, 7TARZ MidFEEROKROWEEIC
HTLFHLFOBANLHRADEZGETH
b1 (ppl130-131) & 2. 2%, M (7R
Ry FEFNVIyF—2ar) EnHBREIIR
53 Bl (FrR) KLFLFoRSNES
NTWBEVWIZETHB,
ZOEZERMI, REEAPRECHER
FLZD, ZoMBMALEEShTELD
R S ENTE S, LS HlAYD
2X98Bbhad. TCA<ZHAAZT LBF
(have learned. learned). B & BHAEENT
{lives.~is living) @BlD L 912, FLFOHE
RE-TERTARAIEDLLE, I sd
WELST, L7210, BREEBCELEOR
BEAEIhTeblwnins, BLEK2E
ERFIRMERTAVTIVWEWID LI,
FLTREVEWIZLLMPEZTHBLARET
DI LD, EHROR LR E LTHIG

TAH (EHMOHD) BEARRBEETIHUT
Hd,

4. B5H - HOEFREREOH

King 13 (BERHTIEE () BERFNHERLS
o, KREFRE - BELFEBOFFAET S,
ERRTWAE, TR LT, BAEY —FIF
will”shall OEE L (F¥ prediction 212
HLFOHNYES IR AL, fir, ERILT
CEh, BE - AERHEFEBIZRRA WL
BoTwaA (V-—-(1976:85) HMH), King
ORsro T BHE BFZLFLTLHL
FOEREFKT20TVHEDTHD, REKEF
BT EI LR, EnS T kithb, 28
L. iLfE, EEFEOMTE. BFLHAENT
DORH, BT E#ETOTSOMHa e 57
PEnEBbhd (Huddleston(1984:133), &
)~ o8y A, 77— 2 (1995:82) , 22 (1983:59-
60) HEH)

L L, #EE~0FBORIC, TEEIG
REEERE 2V (F 2, will BRROBE
TR, ok, EFEORRIIRIERERH T
HB), L) RBHTERRERINBTLESS
B FHMWEEDZHLEIPEICILT, &
ALORTRIE. B2 #KEeHLS45T
EFLETRRVES I, Thbh, K
BRI THORMEKEOCETL HIBEDS
it. Celce-Murcia, Larsen-Freeman {1999:
110) A58 =5 K 342, TREFOKH - MO EFR
PRATHERCE, EBCHVLRTYARE
BT AR L EROMA LT EHET S
BENHLIOTHY, BEMIE, HE B,
Hko 3 RFEIZHS, T, M7 ETEGTE
Mg T, BMIEE, BESST. BEHET.
BEETHT, BBk, BE%T, #KET,
BEETHET, BMEE, REET ., KL,
REZTEITOHROBROGEREZF L L0
BMEEbRL, 277, RREFZEDTY
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TORHRBEOHEH L OB

IwiTaEH 092 OEI LI TE
WREE ) LT, ZEAETRTOBEN
dERKDZEITBHRLTEY., FOFT TEWN
BEORL A LVAETHoTWE) OF
willishal) CH 2+ AT bizSHT A TEME
HhiZh 6hnwiEs g,

$h. AEREICHLTE, FEHTHY L7
&I RMFE, 26,

Wa.¥ardAT)eklnwTwh,
b.John is hitting Mary.

Thah

Ma. ¥VarigA7TIEH->Tv 5,
* b.’John is knowing Mary.

¢.John knows Mary.

DL EETEH, HELAYTHLHED
LEVTHERLHUBTNETHS I,

5. HERROEHCMET
BOMMRALETT LRI, BLFOHR
B, ERAMEIC R B0 TIRAV I EBRVED
femid, EEVHEY LAELHEORETE (D
FEIPROEFII LT h b THo 72,

Q. BECHERZ SFEFME -2 thL0
T, WEHEGESTESL, E0HRRTE
EhLE AL

12)a.1 learned Chinese for five years.

b.I have learned Chinese for five years.

HEEDOERIZ, BEOHXBFRENRE
oL TnEDEDE, BERTD bt
EREVHIILTHD, BHELEIFEBAL,
Lirl, 2ELHOB0RR S EHALHHAET
TLOHLTE, FlAFI0ERD»S 5 FFL 6

BEEDLEHN-2Twly WA T EThHatn,
R, IR Tho TOLELFOERD
PFTRET2VT0E L TRITRELICEEST
ERVBOPA, FFIE oGRS
TiRhwhr b BbhTEL, MER MR &
VIBRISHDBERI, ThbL, BEEHW
IRINCHo2ELTH, COREYF HTE
Yo bheoT, 2RI THEE-TELHA
PPEy EVIAXRTHEENRZE LS 2. 0B
FHREHIAIEBEIC R L THA D i LFOFTHN
COHEBLEHEIOBAL TV 226 TH S,
Thbh, (PECELZOHBIIEWTIR)
BB LRLD b, SFLTFOIBMNLERD
HERVWLEERALHETLENTH S,

Trork, MLHEETH-TL, BLFN
FNEBREISOTERTERESET. HE
PHEENLTERTIUWIBETERTL W)
e D, FROFZEITL L BoRiEH
HEO Y FUICEATYA EW I IRRT,

13}a.My brother lives in London.
b.My brother is living in Londen.

EHhoaHWAEI L HEDLDEN b.OF
i, MM, B, Evolioa T ARF
Vel &ilhd, TTILRARTEAILLER
B, ZOX) EREL. AICELTIE, T4

1 —(1988) IR\ H &3 B VT IEDHE
LTwd MEEEORMI DI L0, LY
DL THAI,

BHCL TR, AR 22T v ALEDS
LOLLT, BEOARLEPEALLERL2D
Twhy, BHrRTBENH L. V—F
(19762 OB R T IHT 5o

14)a.Did you want me?

b.Do you want me?
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DRTTE, a. OFPHENTCTE =27 >~
ATHY, b TRE-ELITS, MRS
Db (h, FEAFETFIETRRTVA X
I AR L FOBE—BITOTL:
PSS BRECY MR G E O BINEE
WV,

D, BEOTEOBIG, TEZRTH#T
B ERTAIETEIEED, S60TES
ZaTFT YA TZRIZDHCHETERAEA) 20
ABZEMMESL () —F (197622, 43 B,

15)1 was hoping you would give us some

advice.

HRELIMT 2 RETIE,

16)a.I will leave tomorrow.
b.I am going to leave tomorrow.
c¢.] am leaving tomorrow.
d.I leave tomorrow.

e.l will be leaving tomorrow.

D, a7 A fEWISTEMAEEA S,
I LSRR VAL a will
[FEMFR (RERF) LEEELE b.be
going to RHFOBER. GFH, c. ChFEL:FET)
B ETREIENOFE, HE (BERE).
d. GREzFT) RIERGIIREN AL (F
E&EFd), e TR EIEREEE 2R
DITE, bviolza 7y ARkFOILEPEN
(FAVr, w—5F4 3y b (1988) 19BEHH),
FELFE (ER oL, BEAEIhLIAEY
PAMECIT R T A ETCEELNRS ¥ L Th D,

)

EE

1, SITARTHLHE. RUEREOIE
Fib T o tense TRFEHT 12, TIRTE, T8
Fi THRFE BB D3O ED D,
aspect #1) (&, TATy L TET, (BIT
VIR ThRvL O THHE LEETHAE
belzbo TSETHIT) @0 d. &b,
King i%, tense ¥, aspect ("7, ok
72%) L. orientation (ET1 XH5)
EwSHEEHCTEY, £hth, $fT
B IFvAy, T7a~x7 b, TFyLr7—
Yavy EvA, Thbb, King o Trz
Ry pyETFJryF—ary) FFbhd
L OMERIZETE TH) Th b,

2. Fizd b E D12, lime of communication,
Thbh, ELFICL-TO MHE 3. #
BoridfoloThy, REHOZET
v, HERERE S ET time of speaking (%
3+,1996:274) . time of utterance (7% 3 —
7 .1994:118, Huddleston (1984:145)) % &&
MLbLyOTEFEENRIV,

SENR
T A, TIUEREU O SCE TR CARESE) L 1983
N—F—F - Th— QUHEPEGK), T7 AN
7 by (U EHFE). 1988
{Comrie, Aspect, Cambridge UP. 1976}
L= F23—r (ZIEFH. THARL
R (FAREE). 1994
(Declerck. A Comprehensive Descriptive
Grammar of English, Kaitakusha, 1991)
YRZ— TR h FFLT - T
7 —2 (L ERE, WK, TRRES R OR
Fhiy (EFEREEE). 1995
{Greenbaum and Quirk, A Student’s Gram-
mar of the English Language, Long-
man. 1990)

R.Huddleston. futreduction to the Grammar
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of English, Cambridge UP, 1984

L.King. “The Semantics of Tense, QOrienta-
tion, and Aspect in English” Lingua
59. 101-154, 1983

G.N.Y =9 (BEEHHR . TS & R,
(CRIBMEEIE). 1976

{Leech, Meaning and the English Verb,
Longman, 1971}
NS, MER B8~y (REEE) . 1982
KEFE, K=l w7 R, TRAF4 TR
=4 — o @il . 1995
SARE— - IR, TBHE) RROELES GF
FH). 1994

AJba vy, AVR—F 14y b GLIIFE—H
L), TEFEE E4MDy Ky s R
74— FRFHIRGE) . 1988

(Thomson & Martinet, A Practical En-
glish Grammar, Oxford UP, 1986)

e, TR —ET R — (R
1996
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