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Occupation Period Children's Magazines Published in Rural Areas, 1945-1949
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ABSTRACT

In children's literary and cultural history, it has been well known that in April of 1946
(in the post-war “Magazine Period”} “Akatombo” (published by Jitsugyou ne Nihonsha) .
“Kodemo ne Hiroba" {(published by Shinsekaisha) . and other works began being published.
Also. although these were discontinued in 1948, in the same period. a succession of chil-
dren's literary arts publications including magazines designed for amusement came into pub-
lication. However. it has heretcfore been almost unknown that in this same period. chil-
dren’s magazines were also being published in rural areas. One reason for this is that
materials have been lost. preventing researchers from including them in the scope of their
studies.

I am conducting the present study. seeking te bring to light these publications of chil-
dren’s literature. which have up to now gone almost unnoticed. This research into chil-
dren’s literature published in rural areas extends beyond children's literary and cultural re-
search in one location. It also goes into detailing the locations of all the writers' activities,
as I consider them te be indispensible in grasping the relationship between rural literature
and the main body of literature in the Tokyo area.

One crucial step in the research was searching for children's magazines in the Prange
Collection at the University of Maryland in the U.S,A. The Prange Collection contains 377
Japa[nese children's magazines, 121 of which were published in rural areas. This article in-
cludes materials from three magazines : an educaticnal magazine ("Gin no Suzu” published
by Hiroshima Tosho). a children’s magazine (“Mutsu no Ko published by Aeci Mori Sha),

and a literary arts magazine (“Kita no Kodomo™ published by Shin Nihon Bunka Kyokai}.
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