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Teaching the Verb “BE” to Japanese Students

W oW IR

Eriya Tanase

ABSTRACT

Though the importance of the verb *BE” has been emphasized in English teaching in

Japan. Japanese students often make mistakes when using BE. This paper intreduces some

typical mistakes, and then attempts te explain the different uses of BE, in a way which

enables Japanese students to better understand and use it.
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0. HL®ic

NBEOEBEHFIILNT, J3a=r—¥3
YEHBAEWH ZEPRPNE LI STET
Wwh, XEHRFIIBVTH., SREHAON
WERR % TR . T3 o —3 3 TR
DAIazh—YarEENERSLETHA
Do MERFIIVDOWAETRER T332 F—
YarAERIhTY A CEICELTWw A,
ERWREEFIENLLDTH B, BT,
be BEOFRFLHEOEH, Tobh, FAH
be BIFORMEELLHEITREL, BT
FelatalilhinosAEEBEIID
WTEBLLV, F0HOT7 Fa—FhikE
LT, #EM5TCRTEAREDHAREL
EHETEBRVEFEPVIILA. TELCER
OEROEOHITHD LR, fH LHES
BRI ENT WL L EbhBH 6T
Hab.

1. be RNEOERE AXRBHE
XEDAR—NR—F A OFKELRLEY T

EHEETRASF-LTWL EEbNAEEERT
b, HRABRMEXEZEL LRBIZEFIHT
BuwbkGhbLLosgn, FENATELEE
AREOHHEFEXOBRYOFTLEOH
be BAZHE-THWTVWLHOTH L, £
EBafl s LT,

1. #* I am a holiday tomorrow.
HENDHoTz,

be BiE X B ADEFHT TIE—AIZ, —
HEMELh, ERPOEETHLOIZEY
CREIEIFEVOD. FO—ONHERIL
FaLL, ~FRUEDbL BRADOERT
HHZEIkBLhHERDbRL, 2 H, B
VIEHORETER +be BFALIRE A
ZRAIhLLD, —2DF—ELTHIIE
ADNWTLESAOTHS I FHI, BERL %
{ be B@ERMYMAL

2. % I'm go to school.
DEIBFECHLTEZITHS D) (B H
197958M), Fod 1. (CMLTHEFE +be B
FALVIERFIRADVTVELEW) LD
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ERMBRLTVETHA I, I —2KEL
S D, FEEBEF L ETLHET LR
L TRMEBARRAIZ v ORBLEL, T~
B~ EwARIZ TAbe By L WHEFD
BErLCitni-0ths,

T, BARBERETHRRTAECL (Ol
h EWFshns,
Ja. EEHIRES

b. 7T am an eel.
LEOMEELLLOTH LS, 3.b.F T &
an ecl OFEMFBEREL TS,
3h.orAVHITREBENICIE I =aneel £ &5
NHbiIThHs (EAEMFE L4 2-LEw
IRBICIIMES DA, ), AFAMNE
BT AYVADOLALF T 3b.LRALE
% T She is juice.® I am chicken. * Eo
o (FLTEbRM) LniFbfEashTn
% (BB 1995:48; 1997:69%H),
CHIZHLT, 3.a.0Hiz. M= 2 X,
EVSEBRERTLOTE LY. SO THEREL
Bidid e s vt 3a dBRETHVSR
HHAFBLLTHRLTERLL Lo K
e ¥RICE 7T, LwIBLEEDL L
Thb, —ATHEIZIT-T MELH) L EX,
BIDRTERTH D, WA T T, T
HRE MRS58 R 2 ONAR
REGETHDL (RE 1982:38-398FE). 0
BEo TR 3, THOALLEHEL T
EREwIE, EwITETHY, BOAT
B ) HFR2VLTESRTWwEEWILAEL
THhd, BEHD T~k BxoFr—< iRy
BEFDHL, EIORLIEHERAZET
HY, T~id~7 2 UPARCAEMEEERT
BED Abe BLEERDLIILWETEL W, 2
L, #ERLI(Ha2TWE

d.a. Rldzedrl,

b. I am a student.

T EEMCRLRBERERL TS, C

DY =V PFFEDOFIILADWTLE S TW
50T 1.0L) REIARTLI LIRS,
BR3IOLILBIoBUTZTLIOTHAE

TR s HEFHBCORE: L HHRECERS
FEHFENH ATV DTRITNE R G
A5 (PEH 1982:39-40), FOBRIZIIHAG
FEBIIBITAIFEOUROE RS LER®
EFoTRBEEbNL, TRbh, AXRET
SRR EH B ER R HBTEA 0L, X
RMTREREEBFNEXRTHY, EHEOBEE
TR TH2. 280, KEOHVEF (=7 —
2) LE (=TA ) OFICRELRETD
ENHETHEVITETH L,

4 FTOFL. EiEo TREM +be+ BFMN
EVIHIBTEREBICLTELM bHBHA be
BERETACCHRIRERIEEE S, S
UREOHBRELIZECRGNLED OF
RBITH. be BREBIEFOWHEETIE
M+aLDTHb,

5. #% There is my house in Toyohira-ku.
b T~&HbH, Wiy it there XAV
BEFIZLADVTLE o T 500 THIE
WTH5 D, there HILIE THEIZE - THIE
WLLBEANRPYOHEELMLLEZLOOLTSH
Bo Lo T, HRLLL-THATHS
CEERTEBFNETNRTCRELIRAETE
P EEERASAREL LR &TF
1991:195). S THEBIRELOE, FEL
FT be BEEE AWMy, TH) TEM
DVh P L HERBENKE (HboTwb I L
ThbH, EFETEXZOF—<ICHAHER. Lo
BAROFLFERBHIFHLEEF L, &)
KIGEAIA S 5,

6.a. A book is on the desk.
CHLIBEROXIE TTHETHIH. £D)
Tk, ChEHREZEVWETIKE. X
...there TIH®H., o TREHRROEE (a
book) % #EH~ETL (W —Fh 1977:464),
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EFED be BIROFFEELIFNIHTLER

6.b. There is a book on the desk.
Bl AT
7. The book is on the desk.
LHIEMEL O THo T, HEHE there
BLxHWZLENIE L,
BARAMEROBEM E HF2 LB+ 50 2R
HIETHDH, ChbPEEIERIE,
KT be OFPH BBz ELLETYL, B
BOHMHEAFEEPD ELbhd Lhlkwy,
6.b. WXAFETER WoLilRxEH L), 7.1
TREMD EIlH B 6 EL D 5 (1979136
2R, TH - RFOFEXOHA LOHEL L
COAZERT, Th, FALRMRORKRIHEE
XEOPVREPEHATEI L) H—D20K
Etk e Bbh s (B4F 1979:143), vwihild
X, BERBL LTI, FESELPEPHHE
4 FThb,

2. be BEOAIE (EITHR)

KIZ, HIED be HAOFHEIIOWTHE L
THhicv, ETHY EFLZo00BHwHIE TH
Uit %) GEMSENE) & THEERRT) (BE
BE) LE-TRV, TDOESGE be BHED
BELLHbsTELRLONTVEA (B
1986:42-45, FJI| 1982:53-56282 1), Halliday
3. RO be TELKEEJNLTEBFAD
be 32D 75 A%EDHTWAH (Halliday
1967:66-718 M), T/, Young 3. S ¢
W7k 9% be 23 _TEEHETHDIEL
Twa (Bl 1986:44458F), ThooHIC
LTIk, BRED ELADZDPEEIIL T
bolkdbhhRdTwRBIIOLMED, L
T EHFEICR B, ARORENEFER
AOHZUTFTCRTHLEBHF L THI

(1) M (1984:92-98) O
BhEhia
- #4172  8.a.The birds are singing.

- Z@h%E  8.b.John was kissed by Mary.

Bhid

- MERTEORETE. exist EFEWMAZ B ENTE
Ao SV B, IS Ak.

%.a.God is.

- HRET. FhAZATTRERSAREET.
Bl 50t A0+ M3 adjunct & LTHE
%5, HAMLERHEL R FELER
T3, SVA B,
9.b.John is in the garden.

WA OEERSVIIRShLZEL D

%o

9.c.This letter is for vou.

copula (EHEF) - -BEHRARLRLT. I

LB AR ARRE S

- attributive. #ifEE LTREH. BAEREIZ
HAeoh vV EEFMBEVwLNE Z A%y,
FER L HMEOEMEIEF IR L Y,
10.a.Mary is a teacher.
10.b.Mary is intelligent.

- equative. EELMTOEMREHFFE L
FiY8
10.c. Tokyo is the capital of Japan.

(2) 2 (19836-13) H4oH
Sv &

11.God is.

SV RCHLAA, &b TERIE A
4o

SVA B - -~ LB DB, SV Dt
i A kg S,
- BATBLED Ao
12.a.Mary is here.[cf. * Mary is.]
12.b.John is in the house.
BEFBEO A & EHREMLBREIE, FE
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% be THhod, LOEFILIE, Where is X? &
WHOBRHXIZEZSZLDTHY., S HIHIGH
T, A PFREHEFEA TS, A ZHEBTE
LVWDREDHTH B,

- BRHREDA

12.¢.Troy is no more.

SVC 8- - Z o B4 & 5URM 2B,

S & CL% TEFHE- AF MELEF2T2
FH# )3, (linking verb)

be TS ik C THa, Lwi, X0 THiE,
BRY C I, WM. BEAW. RUFHL
5OMYEEN), S is C. OBEMREBIFI, 5k
“Jit (characterization}, [B)% (identification},
S8 (classification) D 3#TH 5.

CEEEOT CSOEAM T T wE L
REOCHHITET S, C OEE, BHE
Af13.a., WEFA3.b., FEL#E.C.
TERE R + BLAREEA + 231 13.4. TH 5,
13.a.That's fine.

b.This letter is for you.
c.Time is up.
d.l am a poor man.

13.b. DR BHG 2 BMHEEDAL LW
ONZRZODBMYH S T T ERREIZ, B
HAMEELTRELL Twa (ef.Sheis in
good health .= She is well.}, #ERBHIZIT.
where & T 2B hi-0llrzsoT
{37 {T. How is she?& TR, #2h25
BIXIZBELDLDTH A,

GH. BdroRABERYAGTL L,

THBTI) TiREd, TR KBRT Ak

%5,

cBE ClESEE—EEET (e..5C)
L7z C, Cld&RAMICES R, Ladil

B, $EM (specific) Thb (0F W LE

A r LD VERAPERER) . LIFLE

ST AR TORLIIAvLRE,

M.a. AiWhat is John?

B:John is Mary’s husbhand.

COMERE-#ETRTOT. XisY.2 Y
is X, ELTHHMBERIEIEDLS T (cf.
Mary's husband is John.},

T SIECEWIE (class) OBERATH S
LEEERT, GEORDYILEKE
(class-membership) 2 E-Th L) C
BLREFAGIIBONEH BHELIIRED.
BEERER (nonspecific) TH2 (F-: 2
AETHEMD ).
15.a.John is a teacher.
b. * A teacher is John.
ZOMEDCE, SEHHEVAEERHSD
T Xis Y. % Yis X.EBWHlADLRAN
T ER LR XBEL S,

#H, %%, RU Halliday. Young @448
DOEE PG, be BIFOHEICHL THEETA
ERPVCoPRERII o TEL, £F.
equative (JAl%E, HRE) & be L F3ThHW
LOERERTHEIE, o0, HEROEHAET
ETLIXLiE@eahTEAL LS. Billis
tall (BT, Bill = tall »IEHE T LHDIINRILE
FETHYH, BBTBIP TV,

#iZ. John is in the garden. % 5 xR ®
SV EFH5DEREVERTIIZVTHAD
(FEBWEEEHATVLEDT), 2L,
SVA # SVC 2, EIHRETHOFGHY
BFvd, EVHORBETH S, Young i
CHHSVCTHY, is & copula ZFELTw
%o T, BN, locative ZHHEEF I OBNE
tZcopula T 1, WRFICHFEOBF L ST
Wwh, LLTwh, ZOHE2%d 5, This
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HIED be BFOTRLENIIETLIES

letter is for you. OERICoOWTiE, HHE
SVA Z#ISVC, BIlix TSVARSVCHIZHR
B CEPBEECGY S LT ES R R
DLVEVnIbITLEv, Ed<Tvwa, §
FTELCit, FEXBEOHM»LE}, ZOXE
SVADSVCHILFET AL E,. 22V E
DEVLHEFCFELI I VI AILA-GR
A, EHRBTAILORFPFETEERD,

REZPREITEGEEERNL TR 5,
7= & 21X, Halliday (1994) 1Z, Paulais a
poet. 2BV Tid. Paula ik, poets &\ 7
FABDAY=THY) (CORRBRED 5
¥, LRAL), 8512 BE@ETx AW
Sarah is wise. {Z8\v>TH FEHIC. Sarah ik
wise ones LW Z FADA X NA—-Thok
BT, CHEMELT, 2EOHHEL
TELRLNDLBH D—>IC
16.a. % My brother is impudence.
MBS,

M B4 =impudence) LEXATWHHITTH
Bo LIZBH, IRMBILVwEWVI I EAEH
B LiZ{ v, I am orange juice. %2 &%, E
HA Ly I ya—2%n?BITLI S
TR TRKERBETL L) ThbH. LEL.TH
BAREBATHAEVIREER>TWEA
73456 impudent &V ERFFEIAL L,
EBoTL PP RETELEVE I THAL,
16.b. My brother is impudent.
COHICETAEEL LA LHETS
L, COMOBYVN LRGN BIERELZS
&, AL OHRAEEFEELNBE LA
BEIE, LROL S ITERTIT L EERE
Li-hAdEveBbhs,

17.a. * My brother is sixth grade.

ohd T4 = sixth gradey Vv HEZF
TV 2A* (BB 64 L (55) 624
ERHBZTD), ELWRIOTH6.b.
LR

17.b. My brother is a sixth grader.
¢. My brother is in the sixth grade.
16.b. OHEEIBER. 17.0. 1EH. 17.c.id
FEPE I P EVIMBEIRS L) BTRE
(O#3R) OEASTH L.

3. be BWEOAREHFH/IIONT
BoTHwWLR be BRAOHAETHIT T L
HTHL.
1. % 1 am holiday tomorrow.
2. % I'm go to school.
5. % There is my house in Toyohira-ku.
16. % My brother is impudence.
17. % My brother is sixth grade.
SETOEFREEL I EALEOBADP L,
FHEILILBERLYT L 2o LogA
By THrEvITedbrbL )% be B
OB EBHEE L TAHIzY,
EREOZEBTEERIRBENEZRTHS
6, be BEAEHWAIIERNELT IS+
be+ X1 EWVARBTRTILMNTES (there
s 45, God is. i3 X AT L BHY
B)o L THERATARERDOIR. XIZASD DL,
be BiFEORAVFOFRICEFLHRVR SN
HILTHhd, COZLERHIT. LLFT be
RO RS L.

3. 1 B
XhAEBBeHNIT be RMBEATH 5,

FTREMMZoHD, XtingRoETRE,

IFBEFANDEHBTH L,

WiT, FEYE be LRFEDT & ERHDHER
DZDOTFTHETHFET Do

3. 2 HuEHH
XHZEOHSE. FEAESRTRBRLH
HThd, ARMEAVWFREFHE2HETLE
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HETL R AR

DT, ZORBAFFERENELAEP T EHT
b EORERXIRF4+RTEF. WEAY
Thbo FPEDHEH there e % d. =
NI L LTI T, Tthere+bet REDE
BEHET. L d, LALXERDERLE
ATEWHERS, &l XIZEHES ORI,
RUESMAA Y, HEgny, Ry onE
BEWdb,

3. 3 EARERE
FTTRMERTLOLEELETLOIER
Shb, BRI LIHYERTLOE, (B
LHD) BPEAERT ORI ShE, AR
WIS OES X IEAH. BRAOBER
FEZAMTH B, /-, AEOHFTEIXIIE
ZHAATH 5,

DEFRIZERBLTAS,
(Xkiraha)
Ly#A i EHE ingH
i FEE ALAE
LEME i FE o FERE p
b.EEE BorA. R4
o FETE RL (8 Ltherel§ 0
d SENER BRLAOBE, HEAY
i 2 AE ERRN
bER T HE EER

{.REA TEEEY
B, CORELERBOBECEFRESTARS
&
1. XEEFAGPAZORAEIREROES
LT, HBWTHLILRT 5,
2, XIZEAFELZ L3 v, T4, be %
BhEhE E LAV S0 IEFE SEBOBRS
BEiIThab,
5. EHBVETHDHHH TS +be+ HFfy 2
TAE,
16, TERHR, Z0RBORMLOTESER
Hwa,
17. #H1X 6 44 (sixth graders) 2V 58O
HMEBETH B, bLL R HiIHE6 4
(sixth grade) WHEELTw 5,

Evas BN TE LS,

4. BB
LOFETRERRER-> T BOY Ty
TR VIS ThHL. BRLAR L LT,
HRERAMIBERLIICVENMLMETH S,
gy gl 2RHELT. FlAcd S
TEFTLMEHELHEIL. PoFEITID
YL ThRithide bl
S—00KELZMEBESE. ERIIBVTE
be BFAOHHE, SvihEfVWHOERS
Pzl o7z, L L%ds, be BhEAII I
TLHE (L bAA. BHUAD) 2AdHS
B39 Ths. 2RETERTHERZEBHELT
b be BIFOROE. 2R orHh 0T
H%9, WERIZE, LT BERATH
5 L FHETHAH &, EETIIENT
BHESLD LV IMEYFH D, LA L, BR
YOHRAZF TR, I TIa=s -3
VERUOERRTVERRN RS E RS
HhvHDNEE S . EREBNEETVII—
SOEENVEALEEDbhAA, FORELS
HOREATH 5,

SEHE
JL = Journal of Liguistics: Journal of the Ling-
uistics Association of Great Britain. London:

Cambridge University Press.

TREEEE. 1983, TGRSO, KB
BEEE.
{3 —RR. 1991, TS (WET=M) ..
EFEE.
Halliday, M.A.K. 1967. "Notes on Tran-
sitivity and Theme in English, part 1.”
JL3, 3781

. 1984, An Introduction to Functional

Grammer. London. Edward Arnold.

- 224 -
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