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The Significance and the Reality of Welfare Activities in Co-operatives
and Gender Structure
- On Agricultural Co-operatives and Consumer Co-operatives in Japan -

H # B ¥
Naoko Tabuchi

ABSTRACT

This paper examines the significance of co-operatives’ welfare activities and analyzes
them from the point of view “gender” . There are not only many preblems, but also many
possibilities.

The second section examines, the demand for co-operatives’ weifare activities. and how
these activities are developing. In HOKKAIDO, though total services are not lacking in the
social welfare sector. there is a shortage in rural areas. Another problem is the empow-
erment of citizens in social welfare. Agricultural co-operatives and consumer co-opera-
tives must solve these problems.

The third section establishes that the co-operatives have still not become gender-free,
and analyze the relationship between the development of co—operatives’ welfare activities and
gender structure. Tt is undeniable that the development of co-operatives’ welfare activities

reproduces gender structure, but these also create the possibility of effecting changes in

gender structure,
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