BELTFEXKE Journal of Hokusei Jr. Col Vol 35 1—6, 1999

FVBKEEAR & H ARGREE R O T 78

e X

Comparative Studies between Indo-European Roots and Japanese Words

Koji Atarashiya

ABSTRACT

Etymological and comparative studies were carried out on Japanese words and proto
Indo-European Roocts.Comparisons were also made between Japanese words and those of
Indo-European langwages, including Germanic, Greek and Latin. Links between some cog-
nate words between Japanese and English were clearly shown. especially, English STEEL
and Japanese TETU{(#) and other words.- English CERAMIC and Japanese KA (%) and
other words. English STAY® and Japanese TAGA (#) .

KANE ($)

English CORNER and Japanese
Greek KORE or English CORA (woman's name) and Jfapanese MANA-KO(IR)
etc. Rules of sound correspoendence in Indo-European Roots and Japanese words, were
obtained. i.e. the correspondence of /st/ to /t/, /t/ to /t/. /k/ to /k/,and/r 1/ to /1/ in

the middle of words etc. Vowel sound correspondence is very difficult and complicated, and

will be a future problem for comparative studies.

Key Words: etymology. comparative study, Inde-European roots. Japanese words,

rules of sound correspondence
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