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ABSTRACT

The Stories That Shape Us: Contemporary Women Write about the West is an anthology of
selected essays and stories narrated by contemporary western women writers. These writers’ di-
verse ethnic as well as regional, cultural and religious backgrounds make these stories successful
in illustrating how the land and the spirit of the West have shaped women of the American

West.

The objectives of this paper are to attempt to place this anthology in the context of the studies
of the American West and to look into some women authors from uniguely Western “tribes,”
namely, cowgirls, native Americans, anéd Mormons. An attempt is also made to explore the spir-
itual meaning of the land in the West to those who live there, through a close reading of an essay

called “Getting to Hope.”

Even though their background varies extensively, there are commonalities in almost all writings
included in this anthology. These are the stories of women trying to become independent from
their respective “tribal” family and to establish their own identity. The strongest support they
have received in the process was the existence of the land of the West itself in which they were

born and raised.

key word: Contemporary Women of the West, American West, New Western History. Western

Women Writers
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No story has shaped American culture more
than the Winning of the West.

Teresa Jordan
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There's a stark beauty to bones.
bleached white by the sun. Bones are as
hard as rock and as fragile as rock. They
crack, fissure, shatter. and as they wear
to dust. they take us with them. both cal-
umn and conduit of our own evolution. In
the bloodline drawn by landscape, all
bones are ancestral.
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They didn’t want to tell me there
wasn't any money. They didn't want me
to give up hope. I told him I would
never have made it without that hope.
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“You don’t have to kill those poor
benighted heathen,” the do-gooders said,
“in order to solve the Indian Problem.
Just give us a chance to turn them into
useful farm-hands. laborers, and chamber-
maids who will break their backs for you
at low wages.” In that way the boarding

schools were born. &
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There is ne “as if.” It is, or it isn't.

She looks at her sister. There's no use
pretending that she can do things Karen's
way. ..0On earth we must rescue oursel-
ves, must reach with open arms to receive
salvation. We must permit ourselves to be
refined into something pure, something
worth offering to God.

“Karen, thank vou. But it wouldn't
work.” A surprising triumph lifts her voice
and her heart as she speaks. She holds
out the baby. “She's beautiful, Karen.
But she's yours - yours and Anson’s.”

“But...but what will you do?”

"Live my life, Karen. It's precious -
precious as that baby's.™”
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It was early November, and someone ex-
plained that they were checking the frost
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The Stories That Shape Us: Contemporary
Women Write about the West. ed. Tere-
sa Jordan & James Hepworth,
W.W.Norton, 1995, pp.393

"Bones,” from Riding the White Horse
Home. by Teresa Jordan, pp.176-188

“Transitions,” from Bloodiine, by Janet
Campbell Hale, pp.130-144

“Civilize Them with a Stick.” from Lakofa

Woman, by Mary Crow Dog, pp.90-103

Sister-Wife, by Dorothy Alired Solomon,
pp.344-363

“Getting to Hope,” from Dakola. by Kath-
leen Norris, pp.262-277

Notes

(1) cf. Kayoko Yoshida. “Learning New
Western History in Asia~An Approach at
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American Studies-.” Journal of Hokusei
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{3) “Bones.” Teresa Jordan, p.188

(4} “Transition.” Janet Campbell Hale,

p.144
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(1977) WEAMAR, 1-481. =—&KF
(6) “Civilize Them with a Stick,” Mary
Crow Dog, p.93
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(8) “Dakota,” Kathleen Norris, pp.262-277
(9) Ibid. p.277
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