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CHILDREN'S READING MATERIALS PUBLISHED IN THE POST-
WAR OCCUPATION PERIOD: OCCUPATION PERIOD
CENSORED CHILDREN'S BOOKS CATALOGUE, CLUES FROM
PART 1

& B F
Eiko Tani

ABSTRACT

Occupation Period Censored Children’s Books Catalogue, Part [ was published in
America in September of 1996 through the University of Maryland, College Park, Library.
In this catalogue is contained bibliographical information on 3,440 titles of children's reading

materials {excluding picture books and comics) of the Prange Collection,

The Prange Collection is noted as a Japanese national treasure document of the Post-
War Period. This is due to the fact that belonging to this collection are publications from
an extremely wide range of fields, which were submitted for purposes of being censored
by the General Headquarters, Supreme Commander of the Allied Powers. This G.H.Q.-
S.C.A.P. censorship continued for four years, from the fall of 1945 to the fall of 1949,
Children's publications of this period included newspapers, magazines, and children's boeoks.
Many do not belong to any library in Japan but are irreplaceable documents of great value

for research in Post-War children's literature and cultural history.

The purpose of this article is to present an outline and some characteristics of children's
reading materials published in the period of occupation and censorship. 1 have begun to
do this by antempting to discemn the characteristics of children's reading materials from the
materials recorded in the magazine Seikatsu Gakko [Life School]l and the Publication
Yearbook, which were published in this period. 1 have also attempted to analyze the
bibliographical information in Occupation Period Censored Children’s Books Caralogue, as

well as present an outline of children's reading materials.
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