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Lifelong Learning Policies in the Local Government

—~A case study of Hokkaido—

Kazuhiro Uchida

ABSTRACT

It is true that lifelong learning policies of local governments, which are typically

expressed in the promotion of a lifelong learning plan, have recently been expanded all

over the country.

But such policies have been severely affected by directives given by the national and

prefectural governments.

In this paper, | will examine the case of Hokkaido, seeking to determine the extent

to which lifelong learning policies have found a place in local goverment.

Also, | will consider the stated principles of self-government based on the will of the

residents and the concept of self-government as the right of a municipality independent

of the national government.

I examined four local goverments (Otaru, Shinshinotu, Betukai and Urakawa) in this

case, which represent three moadels {“education service,” “community development” and
p Y p

“compromise” ).

And | discovered in the case of Urakawa that it may be possible to call it a com-

prehensive model of community development.
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