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On Some Problems of Cultural Exchange

Toshiko Sato

ABSTRACT

From Russia to Japan — A Case of Madame Olga

When Olga Ivanovna Pavlova arrived in Japan in 1936 with her new Japanese hus-
band, she came with something very special. Graduating from Leningrad National Ballet
School, a world famous academy, and later winning renown as a prima ballerina, Madame
Olga brought the grand tradition of Russian classical ballet to the Japanese.

In the summer of 1956, I got off at Omori Station in Tokyo, went up the old stone
stairs and visited Madame Olga for the first time. From that time until she died in 1981,
for almost 25 years, | studied ballet with her. Through these 25 years, | fully understood
her difficult task of sowing the tender seeds of ballet and of contributing toward its
growth and development. She worked and danced relentlessly. After a mixture of success

and disappointment, she died leaving her rich legacy to me, her last student.

From Japan to America

As Madame Olga came to Japan from Russia bringing the grand tradition of ballet,
from 1990, 1 have often visited America and taught there a seminer or Japanese culture,
incopporating in it Russian ballet, Japanese dance, and Japanese music. As Madame Olga
did in Japan, I also undertook the difficult task of organizing a dance festival and cultur-

al exchange exhibition known as Japanese Cultural Showcase in America.
From these experiences, here, [ would like to write about some difficult problems in

cultural exchange. Through these activities, | want to establish a meaningful internation-

al friendship and to help create a more harmonicus and beautiful world.
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