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Theological Perspectives on Human Nature

in a Christian Educational Setting
Satoru ltoh

ABSTRACT

As styles of education, in general, depend on the educator’s perspectives on students,
for Christian education, what we need first is perspectives on human nature which the
Bible reveals, the so-called “theclogical perspectives on human nature.”

Takeshi Takasaki tried to contextualize the theological perspectives on human in
Christian education settings, in the middle of this century, in Japan, saying that Christian
education would lose some important aspect of the Gospel, if it were not based on theo-
logical perspectives. And, indeed, what must keep these perspectives is nothing other than
the Church, according to Takasaki’s understanding. In consequence, all styles, systems,
and organizations of Christian education need to be founded upon the Church, and there-
fore, all kinds of Christian education must be included in the educational ministry of the
Holy Catholic Church. Making clear such theological perspectives in the process of
Christian education, Takasaki asserted three forms, which concern the matters of: God's
image in human beings, human sin, and restoration of men and women through salvation
by the grace of God.

In regard to theological perspectives on human nature, many discussions have gone
on, held by many scholars, in past years. However, would it not be possible to see the
issue of Christian education which must be faced today as the need to deal with the lost
theological perspectives on human nature and the Church? Keeping such questions in
mind, this paper tries to re—examine theological perspectives on human nature as the basic

and ultimate issues of Christian education,

Human nature; Imago Dei; doctrine of sin; escatological perspective of human being
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