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Reformed Theology Struggling with the Issue of

Communion for Baptized Infants

Satoru Itoh
ABSTRACT

In recent years, the traditional Christian churches, either inside and/or outside of
this country, are facing the issue of whether baptized children should be admitted as
communicants at the Communton. Although the Lutheran church was the earliest de-
nomination which started to struggle with this issue, the issue has been carried over into
many other denominations of the Church and become a crisis of the traditional theological
understanding.

For baptized children, to attend Communion has not been allowed until confession of
their faith in public, for a long time in the church history; it means they have not been
recognized as members of the Covenant community, even though they have been baptized.
The issue has been hardly thought about until the second half of this century, especially
in Protestant churches. Also the contradiction has existed that the public confession of
faith, which is not a Sacrament, has been seen as more important than the Baptism, which
is a Sacrament.

Such traditional theology is, now, facing the challenge of today’s theories of psycho-
logy, education, and human development, As a result, each denomination is in great need
of a theological examination of the issue of Communion for haptized infants. Focusing
on Reformed theology, this paper tries to make the problems clear, by presenting the
historical background, the recent grapple reports {rom the Reformed churches in the
United States which grapple with this matter, and the relationship between this issue and

today’s human development theories,

Reformed theology; Sacrament; baptized children; human development theories.
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