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A STUDY OF CRESTS

No. 15, The Crests of Samurai Families of the Edo Era ()

Hatsuko Wakayama
ABSTRACT

This investigation was of various Samurai crests of 573 daimyo and 814 retainers (hold-
ings ranging from 9900 koku to 200 kyo in value) in the year 1710 (year 7 of the Hooei

Period). The crests included in this study were ones theretofore unresearched,

These new crests were of the following three types:
(1) Crests which existed beforehand but were altered
(2) Crests which existed beforehand but were put into new combinations

(3) Crests which included new materials

CRESTS OF DAIMYO consisted of the following types:

(1} Crests which existed beforehand but were altered:
(@) three of which portions were altered
(b} one in which outlines were altered
{c) one to which an cutline was affixed
{d) one the shape of which was reworked
{8) one in which the black-white color combination was reversed
(f} three in which the combination of parts was altered

{2) Four crests, parts of which were newly combined

{3} One crest which new materials were used to make

(4) Two crests which were new but the names of which were unknown

These seventeen crests were all new ones,
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RETAINERS’ CRESTS (retainers with holdings in the range of 9900 koku to 200 hye) con-

sisted of the following types:

{1} Crests which existed beforehand but were altered:

{a) eight, portions of which were altered

(b) two, the outlines of which were altered

(¢} two to which outlines were affixed

(d) one, the black-and-white color combination of which was reversed

(e) three in which the combination of parts was altered

{2} Seven crests, the parts of which were newly combined

{3) Two crests which new materials were used to make

The preceding twenty-five crests were all new ones,

The total of forty-two crests which this study concerned were all acknowledged to be new

ones,
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