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Women of the West

Kayoko Yoshida

Abstract

This paper deals with studies on women of the American West. Its objectives
are threefold: First, it introduced a new approach to western American
history offered by Patricia N, Limerick in her bock “The Legacy of Conquest :
The Unbroken Past of the American West” published in 1987.

Second, based on her theory witch views the West from a multiplicity of
points of view, an attempt was made to observe the particular status which
women held in the West by looking into the lives of women of various ethnic
backgrounds, namely, the white, black, Jewish, Chinese and Japanese women
who struggled to survive in the volatile living environment of the American
West in the 19th century. Particular attention was given to Native American
women in order to highlight the gross injustice done to their people in the
name of westward expansion.

Finally, the current problems of the relativistic approach of the Limerick
model were briefly exmined. The paper concluded that, despite difficulties and
limitations, such attempts tc see the American West as a “multi — layered
scene” contributed a great deal in ameliorating a one —sided interpretation of
history and at the same time successfully provided women's studies with an
appropriate place in Western history.

Women of the West, History of the American West, Women’s Studies
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Turner was, to put it mildly, ethnocen-
tric and nationalistic. English-speaking
white men were the stars of his story ; Ind
ians, Hispanics, French Canadians. and
Asians were at best supporting actors and
at worst invisible. Nearly invisible were

women, of all ethnicities, "
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Exclude women from Western history,
and unreality sets in. Restore them, and
the Western drama gains a full human
cast of characters—
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Coming closer to the truth, Abigail
wrote that the frontier was just not a
good place to raise children., “I have so
Mutch trouble with Children. They are
Not like children raised in the States and
They have no Father and They Will Not
Mind Me.” ®
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In 1992, we can no longer think of the
United State as “a world without ghosts.”
The landscapes of North America are heav-
ily invested with human memories, and
the tangle of those memories provided
both common and contested ground for
the people of various origins whose descen-
dants now populate this nation. ., ...
This “multi-layered scene” is what the
American landscape now presents for our
exploration, That enterprise requires histo-
rians to enage in a constant process of
disorientation and reorientation, taking
part in the pleasures, the discomforts, and

the conflicts of discovery.®
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