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Two Approaches to Reading in an EFL Social Studies Class
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Abstract

This study compares two approaches to reading in a large class setting. Two kinds of
materials (SRA Dimensions and MacReader-computer software) were used in a US History
class. The materials were useful in providing students with access to individualized instruc-
tion but there were problems with both the materials and the approaches used, Use of a
computer provided automatic presentation of reading materials and recording of the results
of the reading session. This reduced the amount of time the teacher spent assisting the
students in making reading selections and thus increased the time which could be used to
improve classroom management. A computerized series of readings which includes the
strong points of both materials, with a well organized subject index, automated vocabulary
and comprehension checks, and an adaptable glossary which includes jargon and social

studies terms will be developed and tested in future US History classes.
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