AL AY Journal of Hokusei Jr. Col. Vol 30 :55—67, 1934

INVENTING “AMERICA”:The Politics of National Symbolism
=T VT RKPHR G v 7 —FEFBET A YARET +—F LBl T

B B T

INVENTING “AMERICA”:
The Politics of National 'Symbolism

— A Report on the 13th Annual American Studies Forum —
Kayoko Yoshida

Abstract

The 13ith annual American Studies Forum sponsored by the Center for Asia-Pacific
Exchange (CAPE) was held at the University of Hawaiil from July 27 through August
5, 1993. The theme of the Forum was INVENTING “AMERICA” - The Politics of Na-

tional Symbolism with Prof. Michael Cowan, Professor of American Studies at the

Univ. of California at Santa Cruz, as the featured speaker. This report takes the form

of a study note based on six lectures given by Prof. Cowan during the 10-day forum.

Prof Cowan’s lectures were based on the thesis that the birth of the United States was

accompanied by the creation of a symbolic country called “America. ” He atiempted
to examine the major elements of the debates which centered around the United States’
relationship to that symbolic country by exploring the historical development of that

relationship from political, economic and socio-cultural perspectives,

Prof. Cowan also reviewed how idealized concepts of America and the Americans
have affected the ways in which the country and its people relate themselves to its own

society and the outside world,

The forum offered numerous incentives to participants from Asia and the Pacific. The

goal of the CAPE to highlight the Asia-Pacific aspects of the American experience

1 .

seemed to be successfully reached through active exchange among participants and

lecturers, -
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