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Junior College English Major Graduates’
Motivation for Studying English

—An analysis of questionnaire data to assess interest in night programs—

ABSTRACT

Ken Kiyose

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the motivation of studying English of
those who gradusted from a junior college majoring in English, and their reactions
toward initiating night programs for the first time at their alma mater, as well as
their intentions of studying abroad.

Three hundred questionnaires were sent out to the alumnae of Hokusei Gakuen Ju-
nior College who graduated between 1986 and 1991 and live in Sapporo-shi. The resulits
showed that §0 percent of the respondents think that they should do something fo
maintain and improve their English proficiency, and over 7{} percent are either attend-
ing classes or engaged in self-study through English magazines, video and audio
tapes, English papers, etc.

They were also very favorable toward opening night English programs at the alma
mater. More than 90 percent of those polled showed favorable reactions and as many
as 70 percent were interested in attending the classes.

Of all the respondents, 44 percent were thinking about studying abroad for a num-
ber of reasens such as improving their English, experiencing life in a foreign country,
etc. But the number of people who wanted to strive for a degree from a four-year col-
lege or university totaled only 12 percent of those surveyed.

The findings suggest that opening night English programs at the alma mater not
only meets the alumnae’s needs, but also paves the way for making junior colleges

continuing education centers.
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