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An Overseas Home-stay Language Study Tour:
How It Affects English Proficiency

Ken Kiyose
Abstract

This paper reports the effects of a twenty six days overseas
home-stay language study tour on the subjects’ proficiency in English,
Tests were administered before and after the tour to measure the
differ-ences between the pre- and post-tests in the areas of [listening
(fifty items), structure {sevenly five items), vocabulary (seventy five
items) and reading (fifty items). T test scores showed significant
differences(p<0.01) in listening and reading. Despite the fact that
the subjectshardly received any reading lessons or engaged in the
actibities thereofwhile in the U.S., the progress in reading was signi-
ficant, presumablydue to “transfer” from listening.

The subjects were divided into three groups in accordance with
the amount of exposure to English during the stay, to examine the
defference in the improvement in the four areas. No significant differ-
ences were shown among the groups in any of the four areas.

Correlations among four areas were calculated in the pre- and
post-tests. The highest was between listening and reading: 0.67237
(p<{0.01) obtained in the post-test. Along with the significant
improvement in listening and reading, this might tmply that the
portion of elements, of which linguistic competence is believed to be
composed, shared by listening and reading, is larger than that shared
by other area combinations.



