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A Lengitudinat Study on College Environment at Hokusei’
Gakuen during the Period of 1977 and 1979

by Nobuo DoBasur

From December 1977 to April 1979, College and University
Environment Scales (CUES) were administered five times to
867 freshmen through senior [students who were enrolled in
teacher education courses at Hokusei Gakuen College. The
CUES consists of five Scales (Practicality, Scholarship, Commu-
nity, Propriety and Awareness), each of which is composed of
20 items. - They were developed by Robert Pace in 1963 and
have been widely used in college environmental studies in the
United States. Rikkyo University in Tokyo developed the Japa-
nese edition in 1972 and administered it to students in 1972,
1974, 1975 and 1977. Kansei Gakuin University also admini-
stered CUES in 1976.

Variousjanalyses, such as analyses of variance, t-tests, and
item analyses were conducted on the results. The analyses
revealed that students at Hokusei scored much higher in the
Scale of Propriety and Scholarship than those at Rikkyo and
Kansei Gakuin. A distinguished finding was that five Scales
were significantly higher in 1979 as compared to the scores in
1977 and in 1978. This means that the environment has changed
conspicuously during the period between 1977 and 1979. Such a
remarkable change is unusual and has not been reported by any
other colleges. It seems that a series of improvements such as
renova tion of the main building, building a new language labo-
ratory, classrooms and student study rooms, and official expan-
sion of the capacity of enrollment for admissions, certainly
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changed”the atmosphere of the college environment, which must
have resulted in a higher assessment by the students in 1979.
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