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Cult Religions in the Process

of Secularization

SAKURAI YOSHIHIDE

This paper reviews recent sociological literature on religion in
& secular age. Secularization has resulted in a loss of credibility
for traditional established religions. This process, promoted by
science, technology, and utilitarian thought, seems irreversible in
modern society. However the emergence of new religions and the
popularing of mystical spiritual thought, especially in the 1970s
and 1980s in Japan, contradict this secularization theory. How
can these phenomena be interpreted?

Apparently the revival of refigion has reversed the trend
towards secularization, however, the author concludes that cult reli-
gions are a step in the precess of secularization. Because the cha-
racteristics of cults are 1)parasitic (not self-sufficient financially,
or even in dogma, and dependent on the established secularized
society they rejected), 2), pragmatic-oriented (glorify the usefulness
and effect of cure rather than belief)and, 3)individualist-oriented
(their main concern is not social reform but self-interest and self-

development).





