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Study on the Crest
IX: The Crests of Samurai family of Edo Era (4)
Hartsuko Wakavama
Abstract

In the present reserach the author has concentrated on the general crestal
features discernible among Samurai families in the year of 1691,

According to the social rank of those days families of the year have been
classified into two groups —ones in possession of more than 10,000 KOKU, and
the others having less than 9,800 KOKU. Each group was taken into deep
consideration. The objects of the author are crests newly used in the time
concerned. Here the author demarcates the following as new varieties;

a. Remodeled crests of the existing ones

b. New combinations of crests

¢. Newly created crests comprising new materials
As a result of observation the following characteristics are worthy of attention.

1. On the Former Group
Only two families out of 471 test cases are in the habit of using new combina-
tion types.

2. On the Latter Group
The author conducted reserch into 427 cases and came to recognize that some
used three types of new crests, numbering 34. Particularly new materials used
in the crests are just ordinary tools in daily life. At least three cases are to be
ascribed to this category.

Some crests are not ascertainable in terms of designation and 6 of which are
newly created types.
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