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Stud}f on the Crest
VI: The Crests of Samural family of Edo Era (3)

Hatsuko Wakavama

Abstract
The present paper is an instalment of a serial study on the crests of Samurai

family of Edo Era. The subjects of the instalment covers the period of 1688
and 1689.

1. Crests are classified and investigated according to eight categories of Pattern
Crest, Floral Crest, Faunal Crest, Apparatus Crests, Astro-Geographic Crest,
Edifical Crest, Literal Crest and Compound Crest. (table-1)

2. The emergence of new crests during this period 1s much fewer in comparison
with Civil-Strife Era and Early Edo Era although figurative exteriorization of iron
wires, abstract floral crestsand a few other formations of literal, apparatus
and compound crests are observed.

3. More or less 7b new crests were derived from elaboration of pre-exisiting crests.
The procedures of the elaboration are as follows

Partial alteration of original crests.
Remodeling the originals.

The alteration of contour.
Reversals of black and white.

New merging of crests.

4, 1t is observed that family crests had been socially established from the fact
of formal elaboration of crests heing limited to partial variations.
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