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Sociological Theory and Practice

——Comment on Kazuo Aoi's Principle of Sociclogy—

YOSHIEIDE SAKURA!

This article gives a brief comment on Kazuo Aoi's Principle of Sociology.
His claim is that the epistemology of Zen is more advantageous than any other
one of social science to understand the relation between the subject (individual)
and the object (society).

Admitting that his assertion 1s epoch-making, 1 dare say, however, it cannot
contribute to sociological theory in terms of the sociclogical tradition of the
relation between theory and practice. The reasons are as follows:

1)} The practice of Zen does not criticize and change the established social order,
but is confined to the individual's pondering.

2) Communicable and falsifiable knowledge is not part of the system of Zen, so
Zen cannot produce a theory to be applied repeatedly to the running of human
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affairs.
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