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Toward a Sociology of Welfare ()

— Welfare and the Structural -TFunctional Analysis —

Jiro MATSUI

In the previous first paper, we analyzed the structural-func-
tional view of welfare, referring to articles by H.L. Witmer,
L. Lowy, S. Okamura, T. Kida and K. Shimada, and pointed
out some theoretieal weak points in each of them. We also
pointed out that by solving those theoretical problems the
structural-functional analysis could provide a useful theoretical
framework for general theories of welfare.

In the previous second paper, focussing on the logic and
method of structural-functional analysis, we follwed the
structural-functinal view of welfare in modern sociology, and
also analyzed the reciprocity between the structural-functional
view of welfare in modern sociology and the structural-fune-
tionat view of welfare which we referred to in the previous paper.

In this last paper, we summarize the theoretical problems
which the structural-funetional view of welfare confronts.

One of the basic theoretical problems is that the structural-
funetional view of welfare failed to integrate theoretically
social welfare policy, social work practice and social action,
and the result was that these views of welfare filtered into
the theory of social work practice.

This paper, re-examining and refining the logi¢ and method
of structural-functional analysis, provides a paradigm of welfare
which can integrate theoretically social welfare pelicy, social

work practice and social action.
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