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[Abstract]

The Perception of Point-Light-Walkers Wearing
Various Types of Shoes

Ko NAKAMURA

This study examines whether observers of point-light-walkers who are wearing various
types of shoes can discriminate the kinematics of the point-light-walkers according to the
shoes worn by the walker. Also the ability of observers to identify the shoes which point-light-
walkers were wearing is investigated. The results showed that when walkers walked forward
with a pair of sneakers or bare feet, more than half of the observers could identify the shoes,
but it was hard for them to identify the shoes when the walkers walked backward or in a pair
of high heel boots. The analysis of the rating of smoothness of motion of point-light-walkers
and the examination of the distinctive features of the kinematics of each walker revealed that
the kinematics of a walker with high heel boots was different from those of other walkers,

especially the trajectories of ankles were different.

Key words : Point-light-walker, Perception of Affordance, Shoes



