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[Abstract]

The Perception of Walking Environment
with Point-light-walkers

Ko NAKAMURA

This study examines if walking environments can be specified with the information
from point-light-walkers which were made from video taped walkers on various surface con-
ditions, such as normal surface, and surface covered with ice, snow or water. Eight point-
light-walker stimuli were shown to twenty-five subjects who were naive to this kind of
stimulus. In the first experimental session, they were asked to rate each point-light-
walker in terms of eighteen pairs of adjectives, such as natural-unnatural, stable-unstable,
etc. In the second session, subjects were asked to select the walking environment for each
stimulus from eight choices. The results showed that naive subjects can perceive the walk-
ing environment with the information from the point-light-walkers, and each different

point-light-walker produced different impression in accordance with each walking situation.

Key Words: Point-light-walker, Walking Environment, Walking Motion





