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[Abstract]

The Educational Needs of Adult Learners in the Community

Kyoko MORIKOSHI

This paper is a report on the results of two questionnaires on the educational needs of
adult learners in the community. Adult learners who have been away from the classroom
for extended periods of time often have difficulties in studying at Japanese universities.
The reason for this is that the universities are mainly developed for traditional students
who are applying directly from their high schools, not for non-traditional students.
Therefore, the difficulties and needs of non-traditional students at Hokusei Gakuen Univer-
sity have been examined in the first questionnaire. The other questionnaire is focused on
adult learners in our local community. As some of them have participated in our "open uni-
versity programs,” we have assumed they may have an interest in applying to the univer-
sity as full-time students. The results of the two questionnaires have shown the pure learn-
ing needs of adults, but they have also disclosed that they face financial difficulties and time
restrictions. More importantly, many adults experience anxiety while learning at univer-
sities. Universities and colleges should not only change their policies and facilities to fit
adult learners' needs, but also have a more flexible approach which would help lessen their
fears about learning. Thus, there should be adequate support for adult learners who wish

to pursue an education at a later time in their lives.

Key Words: adult learners, higher education, educational needs





