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[Abstract]

The Effect of Goal Directed Motion on the Impression of
Animacy of Two Moving Objects

Ko NAKAMURA

This study examines the effect of goal directed motion on the impression of animacy of two moving objects
which are identical in motion but different in the presentation manner of two motions. In the first condition,
two moving objects were presented at the same time but in a different position, and in the second condition,
two moving objects were presented in the same position, but one object was delayed for one second. These
two conditions were combined in the third condition. Fourteen computer generated moving dot stimuli which
were extracted from videotaped real motion of various living things or objects were used. And each moving
stimulus was presented in those three conditions; therefore, the number of stimuli used in this experiment was
42 in total. Fifty female junior college students participated in this experiment and were asked to rate those
moving stimuli with a rating scale from 1 to 7 in terms of animacy. Results showed that the goal directed
motion of two objects did not cause much difference in animacy scores for living things such as a flying
butterfly or a walking ant, but did for moving objects such as a falling balloon or a marble rolling down a
board on which many nails were driven. And animacy scores for those stimuli in the first condition were low

compared with single object motion and with those in other conditions.

Key words : Self Propelled Motion, Goal Directed Motion, Intention, Animacy



