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[Abstract]

Research on Revitalizing Depopulated Regions
through the Use of Art (Part Two):
Evaluation of the Cultural Aspects of the Nature Art Festival and
"Echigo Tsumari Art Necklace Construction"

Reimei KOBAYASHI

"Art Necklace Construction" is a strategy of Niigata Prefecture's Tsumari Region to revitalize depopulated
areas through the use of art. Its four foundational tasks are(1) discovering beauty, (2) planting flowers
beside roadsides, (3) stage-setting, and (4) holding a Nature Art Festival. The Nature Art Festival is the
largest among these. A grand-scale event which seeks to attract world-class nature art, the Nature Art Festival
cannot be accurately described as merely one of the four foundational tasks. Rather, it dominates the other
three. It has been publicized as an event under the overall production supervision of Furamu Kitagawa, with
a cost of approximately 15,000,000,000 yen, including construction expenses, over a ten-year period. Festival
organizers report receiving approximately 200,000 visitors to this depopulated region, many from outside
their prefecture, and receiving an economic stimulus of 18,840,000,000 yen. The response from those outside
the region has been very enthusiastic, and the project has been highly acclaimed. The following evaluation
of the cultural aspects of this Nature Art Festival includes how residents of the region view the project,

based on the results of a two-part Residents' Opinion Survey.
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