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[Abstract]

A Study of the Validity of a Social Skills Scale Based
on Self-report Assessment :
The Relationship Between Other-report Assessment and Self-report Assessment

Akiko HIRAGA

Two hundred eigft subjects in two studies reported their levels of social skills on several self-report
measures of social skills such as Kiss-18 (Kikuchi, 1995) , HIT-44 (Horike, 1995) , and ENDE 2
(Horike, 1994). Their own responses were compared with judgments of their social skills made by people
around them. The subjects were classmates, and they were asked to name the classmates who they thought
had various social skills, including skills mentioned in the scales used in the self-report.

It was found that self-reports on encoding skills were consistent with judgments by their classmates on
those skills. That is, those who reported on the scales that they had a high level of encoding skills were
frequently mentioned by their classmates as ones who had such skills. On the other hand, self-reports on
decoding skills did not correlate with the frequency with which their names were mentioned by their
classmates as ones who had such skills.

One interpretation of these findings is that the lack of feedback in decoding prevents people from
making accurate assessments of their own decoding skills, and this allows them to maintain an unrealistic
view of their own decoding skills. This challenges the previous finding (Horike, 1995) that Japanese are

high on decoding skills; they may simply believe that they understand others.
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