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A Preliminary Survey on the Precise Picture of Writing Work by

Improving the writing skills of students is an important issue in
higher education. Hokusei Gakuen University offers Japanese
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expression courses for first-year students. In addition, each
department provides the students with opportunities for writing
instruction through a graduation research or thesis in specialized
seminars. However, confirming that the writing skills of the
students are improving is difficult. The reason may be their lack
of experience in writing outside of class and opportunity to link
them with specialized courses in the department. This study
conducted a survey on the writing experience of university
students. The results demonstrated that (1) the majority of
opportunities are given in classes, (2) students make notes before
writing and read their own writing, but other individuals do not
review their writing, and (3) students report difficulty with the
content or with the choice of expressions congruent with the
writing situation. The study suggests collecting basic data that
can be used to further enhance the program for the development
of Japanese language skills, which is required for second-year
students, by continuing the survey.
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