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[Abstract]
Piety and Blind Belief in Acquiescence: On the Sacrifice of Isaac
(Gen 22:1-19)

The story of the sacrifice of Isaac (Gen 22:1-19) is one of the most attrac-
tive but also most difficult passages in the Old Testament. Abraham faces
the dilemma that if he will be faithful to the command of God, he must
slaughter his only son. Based on the structure and the specific terms used
in the story, this study is an examination of its theological and ethical

Bbhic
significance. By repeating several words and phrases, the author relates
all the sections of Gen 22:1-19 to one another. In Abraham’s conviction
expressed in the words in the story, we see his absolute trust in God.
However, when compared with the passage in Gen 21, the suppressed
description of his feelings implies that Abraham is engaged in fanatical
behavior, unaware that he is undergoing a trial from God.
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