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Social Support Disparities and the Number of Children among El-

It is believed that the elderly primarily receive support from their chil-
dren despite the existence of public services. Therefore, this study
purposed to use mixed models to examine the differences in the quan-
tum of social support required by the aged who had children and those
who did not. It further scrutinized how the quantum of social support
changed with age and number of children. The data for the study were
obtained from wave III (1993) to wave IIV (2005) of the National Sur-
vey of the Japanese Elderly conducted by Michigan University and
Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Gerontology. The amounts of emotional
and tangible support required were set as the dependent variables. The
presence of children, age, gender, education level, and other individual
attributes were examined as independent variables. The results revealed
that 1) tangible support was most received by the elderly who only had
one child; however, the number of children was inconsequential to emo-
tional support; 2) no gender differences were noted; and 3) no signifi-
cant survey wave interactions were observed. Prospective studies should
examine the sources of support for the elderly who do not have children
and inspect effects such as hidden bias.
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