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[Abstract]
The Results of the Placement Test and the Achievement Test for
First-year University Students: Trial for the Visualization of Learn-
ing Outcomes of First-year Experience

Japanese universities are increasingly aware of the importance of the
first-year experience; however, it is difficult to quantify and elucidate
the learning outcomes of this experience. The paper aims to visualize
the products of the first-year experience for information literacy and
Japanese language learning courses. This study analyzes the results at-
tained by first-year students of the Hokusei Gakuen University in 2018
and compares the placement test outcomes to the scores obtained by
students in their first-year achievement tests. These tests queried the
fundamental awareness of information literacy and Japanese language
skills of students and included a self-evaluation checklist on computer
operations. The analysis revealed a general improvement in the scores
obtained in both information literacy and Japanese language, suggesting
that the university’s first-year experience programs were effective.
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