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The story of Othniel (Judges 3:7-11) was composed by the Deu-
teronomist not only in terms of its schematic framework but also in
its finer details. It is not to be assumed that there once existed an

independent tradition regarding his work. At the beginning of the

e series of judges', the Deuteronomist has used the figure of Othniel
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found in the tradition of Caleb in Joshua 15, so as to introduce a

person related to the tribe of Judah. This is in contrast to the rest of

the ‘judges’, who all came from the northern tribes. At the same time,

in referring to the relative of Caleb, a contemporary of Joshua, the

continuity is established between the time of Joshua and the judges’
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