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[Abstract]
Kofto-clauses evade updating Common Ground: A semantic analysis
of exclamative-like “koto-da” in Japanese

This paper describes the functional and semantic
characteristics of Japanese constructions with kofo-da, such as Renzitu
yoku huru koto-da ‘It rains a lot day after day!. Some of the previous
studies characterize this construction as the exclamative clause
type since it functions similarly to other exclamative constructions
like Yoku huru koto! On the contrary, I argue that koto-da should be
analyzed as declarative and that the exclamative-like function of the
koto-da construction can be explained by the semantics of the koto-
clause. The key point of the semantics of the “P-koro”-clause is that it
puts proposition P into Public Beliefs (Gunlogson 2002) but does not

impose any bias about the truth of P in Common Ground.
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