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B&R [Abstract]
1. IILHIC Classification of English Compound Adjectives
2. BEROTHIIONT This paper examines how English compound adjectives can be
3. HAEREFAORIZONWT classified based on the relationships between the head and the other
4. 3FEDErSLAHAEARH  elements that form a compound. Those relationships can be rather
5. BEBAH O —% ambiguous and obscure with no verbal elements involved. The

types of compounds dealt with here are mostly compound adjectives
followed by nouns in adjective-noun combination patterns. The
first classification introduced here is based on Bisetto and Scalise
(2005), which focuses on semantic categories of compounds, and
the second one on Bauer and Huddleston (2002), which focuses on
combinations of different parts of speech, specifically on N+A and
A+A categories. Examples of compound adjectives are given for
clarification. Additional examples, mostly cited from recent issues of
TIME magazine and The Economist, are listed in the last section of this
paper.

1. 12U&IC

WL N ORFEARZICHEFETEM T 5 L, BEVHELELV L 2EREICL T L
BEL, BREBRVLTHAY 2=V DPEZENZOTRbSTLE ). HHEOPTIRATIT—
HTLE W La T2, Hlx BT 288 MNLEAHELMTLZL2MBETLIETHRE
BHSEIC R 2 I EPMEETE 2, BIOMLL AV TIHHE, [EFE (B +RiE (@) ]
DBEBPECA BRI [T + %5 ] ORI X 2 BEMBE TIN5 I EPLET
BP0 TTOXFMIHELTHE 1 EELE2EZOMICBHIGEE AND I LN TELVE X
NBDOWEEEOFMIZ L TIUE, BROEEI SR SN EATEZML ) 2 LI ZEWRREO %
P EDOEMRE R REMICTEORAL I L ICh D, EFETHTIERIMISIPDA v =V EERD
CELROT ML HGER AL LFAICTE LT L OBEATEIMNL Z LU HETHSH ).
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BATEIZOWT Jespersen (VI 194: 134) 1%, 27EH B\ i%hujﬁ)ﬁ@?ﬁﬁ;’f*()““)b‘“( 1
DOHALE L THE ?%%@tm%bfwéo ?_:“CS’)“}i I, B 2 DR, R
JEFTIE 2 & & B 72583k (base) EEZHLREDLDTHH I, #ﬁik) ELTCUEREERE A DL S 5
T1EIC o2, N 7y TRHEENRZY, 258 ’ﬁf]‘ﬂf‘i Frwizeddhib, MEETIE

BiER 1BE LTRDLDOTH uﬁkb’?’ﬁ‘b‘ﬁ‘ YGECII GRS D6, MR LHENO RS
IFA%E L vy Lieber (2016: 49) | ﬁf)‘B’)U\J:l_&%ﬁi&)'fﬁb‘*ﬁnuu@mk L C, paper
towel dispenser factory building committee report (R A VI YD M UBEEE TR E S
B BB TN, BOPOMAEAEMADI ML > TEARTI OORAERGFEZRK LA L
GHTE B, o T, WEEEDHTAGE, FBERIOLE IENE U TEPPEEL 25,

BAEEOHRICIIHEELTA L B2 DOBMDTEL WY, HAREML L2004 Ao,
BEAFATERNICZ oIk (4@ + %6l BIThsb, —Fh, BEEEEATEVSY 4 T3
L L7z £ 5 R B3 2 ) DO D DTH D KiwTIlE 2 0% v LIZZE N LGB
PonThihil & LTRIBAAOE X %3 28 A% (compound adjectives) % FIZHLY 9

129 %o

2. EEEOSEICOVT

BAETE MR T 5 ZHEM O BRI SCEMMRICER L TEAGHEZ 08 L 72D )3 Bisetto and
Scalise (2005) T®H b, ZOHHEIZ LI, HEEIZNEEHEEGEE (subordinate compounds),
KEE%’ED 7% (attributive compounds), %5 #4&5E (coordinate compounds) (2 EALIX 5T

W2 (endocentric) T& 2 230 (exocentric) TH AT XL TWh,

ﬁéﬁﬂ@tﬁ 851 BV 2 WERITH N T 5 FEIO B E it 3 % BRIC H S DS subordinate
compound TH 5o, ZOBMRIE—F BB OEE L %2> TV D EMMTE, BARMIZIZH 1 EHE
DENFI R AT OFEX (base) IR T 2B O HIYEE L W8 2 RS T 2 DR BE
ETH D, B2 X mystery writer ThILE, mystery A writer Dk write D HWEEE % 5 DT
PERBEAEE & % Do cost containment DA 1, cost S containment D F 3 contain (FIHfl55%)
O HWFEE 7 ABRAALT S0 apron stringld [T 70 Yy 2R D] &9 EIED 5 apron
2B string D BIYFE & 2 AR D D IEIBBEEFETH 505, B & W) Tl “string of an
apron” (=71 >®»0 ), “string resting on an apron” (=70 Y IZffVTWwb M), “string
threaded into an apron” (L 70 Y IZHEWRHT SNZ03) R EOMBPRIPWETHY, LH/NT
%o

T IR 2 2 O AR E W IZEHi§ 5 O 2attributive compound T 5. # 2 13 blue
cheese THIUZL, BHiFEE % % blue (T EEH & % 5 cheese DIFMEZE K35 snail mail DA X4
#il snail DS HIRAY 7 IR 2 Ff o ORI & LT &, T2 mail 2 154§ 2 BUEB G L % %0

W EZ M A and THIZN S X 9 B BRIZH 5 DM coordinate compound TH 5, 7272L, 2
ODDEZENPWNETH > CTHEEHE LTHEET LD EL L0 —HDATH L, SMBEATHEOH
& L Cldblue-green, bittersweet, producer-director, learner-driver 7z EAS%IF 55,

INHOBETEICOWT, fRMNG sk & FEERCTH U % 52 54130 (endocentric)
ERY), HEBREKROWRYZERPTEERIRTARKRDOBER L IZR L 256134001
(exocentric) & 7%, WAFESHNOEE THIEZOTREIREF UHKiEZ 2T o TEKROIE
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BORGTH BT, BEEIILOME & SR L 20 R B L 138 7% 5 O THRBNIZE 2
LNT VDR R BRI 2 D55 ) L % %o WFETIRBEETEO RIS AHNLHTH Y,
D BETEIE v EEEARETHOMZ S @ L L Tid pickpocket, cut-throat, scarecrow
ZEh, BREMHATETIMOZ D @ & L Tldair head, bird brain, loudmouth 7 &%, &
FECTHMOEY R D @ & LTl doctor-patient, mother-child, north-east 72 £ 2SI F SN 5%, —#KIIZ
O~ Y AR S &7V~ YRR O R AR IS v S Twh, £ 72, Bauer
(1983: 57-58) D X ) ITHPLIHAETELZ RO LR VE VI EZ D 5,

3. EEEEFADE(COWVT

BEFRIZOWTIIERBEBTHET S L0 Ml THET 5 000 B\, Lieber (2016:
52) 1%, WEEOWIKBEZDORMABEHLETIONY — Y 2T TV 5D, TN SIIHAE4F TN+N(eg.
file cabinet), A+N (e.g. fast food), V+N (e.g. think tank), P+N (e.g. backseat), V+P (e.g.
breakdown) D 5/8% — > HEEEZF TN+A (e.g machinereadable), A+A (e.g. icy cold),
V+A (e.g. go-slow), A+P (e.g. tuned-in), P+A (e.g. inbuilt) ® 5/3% — > HEEHF TN+V (e.g
hand-wash), V+V (e.g. blow-dry), A+V (e.g. slow dance), P+V (e.g. downgrade) ® 4 /%% — |
BERIFITN+P (e.g year-in) @ 1735 — ¥ HAHTERH TP+P (eg. into) @187 = Th 5%,
kB, TITNEAHE, AIBER, VIZEE, PIIMEFATHL I LE2RT, HEHROHMEL
TIEEELAN—FL L, ZNIRSODPEEILEFATH %,

20% v LIEEENY EOFEENK O W TERBWICIEAFAOEB E 235 b O EHETE
72, R TIRBEABAFNONTA L A+A DTN > T U %o Bauer & Huddleston (2002:
1656-60) 1E4¥5k 7% & D & IR L CEHAERAH 2 AR L0 L O L BFEH.Lo b DIk E
AT THEL TN 5,

I 2 E bl o B A A H IZN+A (e.g footloose, crystal-clear, week-long, oil-rich, self-
confident) & A+A (e.g. deaf-mute, pale-green, red-hot) ® 2 2DFNZH3IF HNTW5S, BB
ERSTHIIN+AD FAA+AT L ) X5 0 TH B £ v 9, shoulder-high % year-
long % & EER I %2 7R3 H DX, heel-averse, crisis-prone, inflation-proof, smoke-free 72 &
Bl EROLADPFEL LT 55 4 TIIEENTH 5. HE DI ZNZIVEEEIZ “averse
to heels”, “prone to crises”, “proof against inflation”, “not containing smoke” \ZAH43 % FKH &
%0, ByE Sk DT E 2 o Tital ik 2 8 3 B RO o BAFRIZHM L 2252 o T 5,

R OOBEESEEFE (1) EEEPBAESFAE %5 B O TN+V-ing (e.g. awe-inspiring,
fact-finding, law-abiding) & A/Adv+V-ing (e.g. easy-going, hard-working, fast-growing) @ 2
OORNZ, (2) REHIFEESFAOZEHALEL %5 H D TN+Ven (eg safety-tested, home-
made, moth-eaten) & A/Adv+V-en (e.g. clean-shaven, long-lost, ill-fated) @ 2 >®HiZ, (3)
FEAE I OREEI P & 72 5 A/Adv+V-en (e.g. plain-spoken, short-run, well-travelled)
O L (4) EEIICEFAHRKOEEFMEDLI S N+deverbal A (e.g. drug-dependent, germ-
resistant, tax-deductible) ORI ENTW5E, SO AdvIZEIF O Z &, V-ing (3B 53
DTk, Venld#@EaioZ &, deverbal Al dependent % resistant ® X 9 Z B kD IEE
DO ETH 5D,

i (1) 22004 4 T KT % & N+V-ing O F A A/Adv+V-ing B X ) & LT
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HbHEVH, BEDY A TIIER & FORBIRFE L LTI A grow, look, seem, taste %2 &0
Bz 2 TIN5 72 b D &, easy-going X hard-working D & 5 2 Y #Emib Iz d 0
BdbHo KIZ (2) TIEN+V-enBIATEH | ’EE%EI‘J“C“&)% EEZ Do INSHOEATEIIMIER
WCZHREORBFITEXBRZ 5N b, PR INIHEETEIZZ N Z N tested for safety”, “made
at home”, “eaten by moths” IZHI M3 2 EKE % 5. — i, A/Adv+V-en B o A PRI W,
(3) DF¥ATOBAEITRTHEELINTNT, HELTRPEvwEV), KEIC (4) T
X5 1 WROLAFSERHOLERE % 5 BRBHKLL, 2 ZOBNIRENEATRIIENEN
“depend on drugs’, “regist germs’, can deduct tax” & EH X 2 AMIERNEBIHIS L Tw
%o KA (1988:128-29) \ZEhFIHRBEEFROREEFA L HREFHIFEH LT, -ent (eg water-
repellent), -ive (e.g. heat-sensitive), -able (e.g. hand washable, radar detectable, machine-
readable), -ory (e.g. disease inhibitory) &#FLL TV 5,

Bauer & Huddleston (2002: 1660) A3#k7% b D& L TR L TwW A HAEREFADOHIZIX
EENZLOOD D, FREEEERIELRS 0T, Bl L Tthree-inch, five-mile, two-year 2%
ZIFH5NTW5h, DL O & L Tid $41-billion-in-sales, 1-click, once-in-a-century, three-a-day,
three-judge % EDEZ OIUE L 7-HBIOHIZIEH 5.

IFLULY 5 % 5 HATER

MERER /NI R A TV S & 3FELL B O % A AT T 5, MRICEHAT S
IER 2 BB TH 525, BRlEFED LR WAFRTE T &2 R 5 720 TEERE & 2 5 0)“(“‘@
BOPBEZ, Lo & LR XROFTHONTZORMEELRBIET 5 OPHEAFHELZLF A
L9, MEETIIROOMATES L b 475, WEETIIGEN L SNEAFTTIEH T bz
W (Jespersen I 1914: 341%08),

Jespersen (VI 1942: 154) 1, HAEOWMREZBARIEEE 22 L T05H L O EMIRES
ik (string-compound) &) HEETIFA TR ZEOPRITTW5H, ZOHIZIE winter weather
skin troubles (DD, breach-of-promise lady (B AIEIT DL ME), cat-and-dog
life (FIFIFADDHZ 2 WAE), boy and girl days (FIVH %) HRED L HIZIFEUEMS 4
LBEERFAD TN TS, only three-pence a week pocket-money (7257230 3 RV A D/)
EWVEE), ten miles a day walk (1 H10= 4 Vofck) o X 912208 R U THREYIC
TLV—=ZAMMENDLDTHEENTHL L DFR 5,

B 5l Jespersen (I 1914: 341) Ti, BififdM&E (pre-adjunct) OEEFHE LT, man-
of-war man (SEfEDFME), house-to-house call (FREER), behind-the-times public school (I
RBENONRT ) v 7 27 —)) HREZFRFTWDL, T2, BIUHWAINGE (quotation adjunct) @
HHTIE, SIHMCEEZ & F % D& L Tevery-man-for-himself feeling (B HG D728 &
IEFEL) &, XHHIHME LD L DL L Tin a won't-you-pay-up manner (4= IBE?LO Lwnwtk
SIOMTT) Z2HRL TS, TNHHEROESEEAOHICELI L TE L), 3FEMDLE
o % HBEEAAIRBDIELZILT A TFEE L TAMNTHSHDT, ThbHo Akl i{fﬁ WA
%o
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BEHRROAS—&

BT AN SRR 2 IR EIUE L 20T, 20—58RT, AMCBAKER, hi
LT B4, ACERE R L7, MILHRT OB A CHRT 5% % < RIS

TIME R 8K 5k The Economist S D L DTH b o

“aliens are among us”
“direct-to-mouth”

“go fast and break things”

story line

drone-delivery service

style of innovation

FaDOHPIZTA) T VAN D LW EEOR
BONEIFO N0 — 2 %2 ffio 7-FlEH — ¥ %
HLHEAT LIRS 2 A 7 A

“made in China” label HE#EO 5 )V

“one size fits all” scenario EARRMIZEEH ¥ FIUF
“society is against me” excuse HRIHGEZENT S L) BVl
“Take Your Child to Work”™  Day T X OB R

“too good to be true” scam HEDIZ) FVEETY Y ol FWFEK
“whole of government” approach BHF— R & v B f AT
$41-billion-in-sales PC division W E 4100 v ooy a v #
1-click ordering 7y 7 1 ETORE
above-industry-average pay EREIYE LR A
accountability-based approach SHEAFICHED R )

all-in-one guide FRC—DF DA Ty 7
already calorie-poor North Korea ITICH ) = AL 0deriE
always-on broadband HIREEETE OO T i 38am 15 Y

American-backed

South Korea

T A AR B

American-based production KIE 2 P S U A
American-led response 7 A A FEORIE
American-led trade deal T A A FEOR G
American-led order 7 A A FEORF
Americans with Disabilities  Act K 1
artificial-intelligence research firm N THIBERFE A3

as yet untapped potential Fog O HEN:
balance-of-payments statistics EBIGL OfRFR

Black Lives Matter activist BAOM & BRI S
Black Lives Matter movement B Oy & SFuis)
blue-chip firm B RLASE

bow-tied waiter WA T 4% Lz A5 —
boxed-for-shipment exhibition HED O ;1:5 b} é N7z R
boy-meets-girl love story H b A 7 2R 5%

breakneck pace BHLEIDOR—2
break-room refrigerator IR O e
brick-and-mortor store FE NGl
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broad-based
businessman turned
Calvinist-influenced
carbon-dioxide
carrot-and-stick
cat-and-dog
cat-and-mouse
center-right
chapter-by-chapter
cherry-tree-lined
children's-TV
Chinese-made
city-dwelling
climate-change
coal-fired

coal-fired
cock-and-bull
combat boots-on-the-ground
come-from-behind
community-supported
company-wide
computer-aided
computer-security
consumption-driven
corridor-cum-office
counter-terrorism
crisis-prone
criterion-referenced
crowd-sourced
crushed-dog-in-the-highway
cutting-edge
data-based
data-driven
day-to-day

dead-end
decision-making
deficit-covering
diet-and-exercise
dispute-settlement
DO NOT DISTURB

WO

economic upswing
politician
Christianity
emissions
approach
life

game
coalition

list of target words
street
rating
fantasy
couple
policy
power plant
plant capacity
story
operation
victory
agriculture
email
design
expert
economy
space
measures
country
test

review

look
research
diagnostics
approach
life

job

ability
bonds
group
apparatus

sign
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DO NOT ENTER
dog-eat-dog
door-to-door
dot-com
Earth-imaging
easy-to-crack
easy-to-read
easy-to-understand
economic-sentiment
ever-better
ever-smaller
eyebrow-raising
eye-catching
eye-catching
fast-forward
fast-growing
financial-management
financial-services
fixed-price
flower-decked
foolproof
full-fledged
full-fledged
full-throated
gator-filled
gender-neutral
gesture-controlled
get-to-know-you
gold standard
good-for-nothing
go-to

government official-turned
hands-on
hand-to-mouth
hard-core
hard-right
hard-to-treat
health-care
heart-to-heart

heat-trapping
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sign
world
service
people
satelite
diplomatic codes
chart
format
index
laser
clock
meeting
art

stunt
button
market
skills
firm
contract
lock
state
attorney
recovery
use

moat
term
device
meeting
system
nephew
source
entrepreneur
activity
life
shut-in
party
medical conditions
reform
talk

carbon dioxide
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2

heavy-handed
heel-averse
hide-under-the-pillow
higher-than-average
highest-grossing
high-interest
high-interest
high-volume, low-margin

highway-robbery

his “Let it be an arms race”

hit-and-run
hole-in-the-wall
Hollywood-turned-Beijing
home-grown
human-influenced
ill-founded
independent-minded
in-person
internet-based
Internet-comfortable
island-building
job-creating

knee-jerk

knows-more-than-one’s-telling

laboratory-based
laboratory-grown
law-abiding
left-leaning
left-of-center
let-fate-take-its-course
live-streaming
live-streaming
long-awaited
long-dreamed-of
long-past-midnight
long-run

low-cost
lowest-level
low-marginal-cost
low-skilled

WO

response
woman

fears

productivity
movie

topic

loan

business

price

utterance

driver

place

transplant
productions
climate change
fear

people

interview
alternative reality
customer
campaign

private enterprise
social-media climate
look

affair

“synthetic” diamond
people

party

tenet

approach
industry

app

upswing
independence
page-turner
solution
renewables
software
renewables

service industries
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machine-learning
made-for-TV
made-to-order
maize and sugar-based
man-made
man-made
manufacturing-related
members-only
Mexico City-born
mid- to latter
million-man
mineral-laden
mist-laden

most talked-about
Muslim-majority
must-have
must-have
never-before-seen
never-ending
norm-referenced
oft-cited

often stated
once-in-a-century
once-in-a-lifetime
once-in-one’s-lifetime
on-the-go
on-the-job
opposition-held
out-of-date
out-of-the-way
out-of-the-way
parcel-delivery
part-of-speech
peer-to-peer
personal accident
personal-health
physician-driven
pilot-turned
planet-straddling

please-take-me-somewhere
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program
rally

food

ethanol
climate change
structure
services

club
cinematographer
part

march

water

forest

new device
country
airplane

doll

photo

inquiry

test

estimate
policy
superstorm
opportunity
chance
munching
training
neighborhoods
system

place

town
company

label
ride-sharing
insurance
record

uses of Botox
demagogue
model

eyes
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point-of-sale

potholed
poverty-stricken
power-generating
power-plant
predictive-diagnostics
productivity-boosting
public-facing

put-on

ready-to-use
ready-when-you-want-it
rebel-held
reds-under-the-bed
renewable-rich
Republican-controlled
ride-hailing
ring-shaped
rules-based
Russian-backed
Russian-controlled
security-research
self-driving
self-imposed
seven-decade-long
shoot-from-the-hip
short-notice
short-run

show-off
similar-looking
small-time
soft-spoken
son-of-one’s-wife’s-cousin
soon-to-be-forgotten
stand-alone
standing-room-only
stand-up

State of the State
state-controlled
state-funded
state-of-the-art

£ (30)

=} E
A5 i

printer

highway

area

capacity
emissions
system

business investment
document

smile

phrases

staple

city

hysteria

parts of America
Congress
service

main building
trading order
separatists
autonomous territory
firm

car

shut-in

defender

kind of guy
sitter

analysis
vandalism
structure
live-streamer
artist

problem

leftover

series

crowd

comedy

speech
monopoly
universal schooling

technology
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state-owned
state-owned

state-run
state-sponsored
step-by-step
stick-in-the-mud
stronger-than-expected
Supreme Court-quality
swamp-draining
take-it-or-leave-it

the greatest my fellow-American
the most appealing-looking
the most talked-about
three-a-day
three-judge
time-limited
time-pressed
tired-looking
top-grossing

top-notch
top-of-the-line
touch-screen
tough-guy

tough-talk
Trump-branded
US-led
underwhelming
unlived-in

un-star-like
up-to-the-minute
us-against-them
us-against-them
voice-activated
Washington, DC-based
well thought out
well-served

well-worn
we're-all-in-this-together
white-goods

winner-takes-all
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company
firm

broadcast
murder

process

world of corporate boards
economic statistics
lawyer

savior

vote

speech

city

town

man

panel

tax cut

Russians

woman

movie director
system

brand
self-service kiosk
persona
tarnishing
property

global order
crowds

house

superstar

news

politics

view

assistant
think-tank
question

market

table

spirit

firm

system
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winner-takes-all politics BHEOED EODOIRIFE] &
work-from-home arrangements O E
working-class whites T RO N
work-life balance HLHEEFONT VR
world-is-ending feeling HHROKDY v AL
worried-looking teachers AL'»@E kT oML
worst-affected district DE % 2 T I
worst-kept secret éz\ < FoHNRVELE
would-be autocrat TR0 L OEIEF
X-Files-slash-Close Encounters of the Third Kind
alien [X7740V] 7203 [RAEOEB| OREAN
year-on-year rise B4R R Fec oo 34
yet-to-be-published study KIEEOWFEFH L
YouTube-like video-sharing business L—JF 2 —7® X 9 ZBymLAa 4%
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